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SANAA (R) — Yemeni teatfcn ordered the country's news medh Sunday 
to stop a week-old campaign agmssS. nciehbotirmg Saudi Arabia, Radio 
Sanaa said. A joint meeting of the Presi dentia l Council and the cabinet, 
chaired by President AH Abdullah Saleh, discussed relations between the 
two countries. Sao<fi Arabia sent home hundreds of thousands of Yemeni 
workers duringlbe Gulf ends in respons e to Yemen’s s y mp ath e t ic stand 
towards Iraq. The meeting ordered the campaign to stop from Tuesday 
“as a proof of goodwill of all Yemenis t o wards their neighboura and 
brothers." Yemeni n ews pa p er in recent days have accused the Shudl 
governm ent of oppress i ng the people and said die kingdom lacked 
democracy- The government daily AJ Thawra, m an editorial Sunday, said - 
Mr. Saleh received a letter from King Fahd during the Gulf crisis “which 
in d icat ed that the Saudi government’s measures against Yemenis residing 
in the kingdom were taken only becanse of Yemen’s choice of democracy 
and pfeifer and not for any other reason." North and South Yemen 
united in May 1990. The go ver nm ent has said it is committed to 
establishing multi-party democracy. 
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Parliament approves 
Apad’s nomination 

DAMASCUS (R) — Syria’s par- 
liament Sunday unanimously 
approved the nomination of Pres- 
ident Hafez AJ Assad for a fourth 
term as head of state. The 250- 
seat parliament set Dec. 2 as a 
date for a referendum in which 
the Syrian people could vote 
“Yes” or “No” to Mr. Assad 
being confirmed for another 
seven-year term starting next 
March 13. More than 60 deputies 
spoke at a special session which 
faded five hours to discuss the 
nomination presented by the rul- 
ing Baath Party’s regional com- 
mand Saturday. The deputies 
representing the various parties 
grouped in the Baath4ed Nation- 
al Progressive Promt supported 
the nomination and urged people 
to vote “Yes." The speakers 
praised Mr. Assad’s domestic and 
foreign policies and landed his 
efforts to achieve a just and com- 
prehensive peace in the Middle 
East. Mr. Assad, 61, took power 
in a Moodless coup on Now. 16, 
1970. He became president in 
. . ... 1971. 

Emir of Kuwait 
arrives in Moscow 

: ri MOSCOW (R) — The emir of 
~ Kuwait, Sheikh Jaber A1 Ahmad 
A1 Sabah, arrived in Moscow 
: from China Sunday as part of a 
goodwill tour. Sheikh Jaber was 
due to meet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev and Russian leader 
Boris Yeltsin on Monday. Mos- 
"~7 cow set aside traditional ties to 
Iraq to support U.S.-led efforts to 
free Kuwait of Iraqi forces. The 
Soviet Union committed no 
rj; troops to foe campaign but pro- 
vided diplomatic support at the 
United Nations. Before leaving 
Beijing, the emir thanked the 
Clihiese^ government for its poli- 
tical s u pport. 

:r> Ubyan envoy's son 
stabbed in Malta 


VALLETTA (AP) —The son of 
Libya's ambassador to Malta was 
stabbed in a scuffle outside a 
pinball parlour, police said Son- 
day in a statement that appeared 
to rule out any connection with 
the Pan Am 103 bombing indict- 
ments. Police said Salah Shahati, 
16, who was described in critical 
condition, was stabbed Saturday 
night dozing an argument with a 
group of Maltese youths and a 
young man of Libyan and Mal- 
tese origin. They said in a state- 
ment that police were confident 
the attack on the son of Ambassa- 
dor Ahmad Shahati sprang from 
“trivial personal motives," which 
were not spelled out in the state- 
ment. Police said several youths' 
were arrested and others were 
being sought. No identities or 
nationalities of those arrested 
were given. 
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American believed 
held by Iraqis 

KUWAIT CITY (AP) — Red 
Gross officials said Sunday they 
are treiring con firm ation that an* 
American engineer nrisring from 
Kuwait for almost a week was 
c apture d by Iraq. “It’s a strange 
story. It's a dosed border. I can’t 
imagine bow he managed to get 
.4* into Iraq,” said Jean-PMippe 
Lavoyer, head of mission at foe 
International Committee of the 
■Red Cross (ICRC). Gordon 
Cordes, a road engineer with the 
Kuwait Emergency Recovery 
Office, was last seen Tuesday 
.0 travelling north of Doha, a sub- 

urb of Kuwait City about 100 
kilometres south of the border. 
*’ The U.S. embassy confirmed that 

an Ameri can was imsfang and 
thitf international organisations 
bad been contacted, brt would 
release no other details at the 
r- r \' request of his family. 

■ • j 

Angolan woman with 
drugs held In Cairo 

CAIRO (R) — Egyptian anti- 
.'.'r,. narcotics officers arrested an 

v Angolan - woman Sunday after 

they foun d four Hlogranmies of 
heroin in her luggage, airport 
. sources said. Nzambant Pedro, 

'J. 38, had the drugs in a box of 

She was in transit on her 
way from Bangkok to Lago6-_Tbe 
. sources raid Ms. Pedro a dmitte d 

\ die was carrying the heroin on 

behalf of an aafesnational drag 
amwggtmg ring and its final des- 
tfoaticn wra the United States. If! 
onmeted, she could be sentenced! 
,? ’ to death. 


Sharif Zeid continues effort 
to form new government 

Signs are that he will win a 
comfortable mai ority in Parliament 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Prime Minister- 
designate Sharif 2ead Ben Shaker 
quietly pursued his mandate 
Monday to form a new cabinet, 
amid signs that his gov e r nm ent 
would be able to muster a com- 
fortable majority in Pa rliamen t. 

“IBs eyes are set on forming a 
national unity government,” a 
source dose to Sharif Zeid said. 
“We win have to wait a few days, 
however, before the final shape 
of the new cabinet is deter- 
mined." 

According to this and other 
sources, Sharif Zeid has so far 
hunted Ins consultations to lead- 
en of the different parliamentary 
blocs and political groups and has 
not reached the stage of dr aw in g 
up names of individual candidates 
for ministerial posts. 

The sources said that Sharif 
Zekfs goal of forming a national 
rarity government is both feasible 
and attainable and that all possi-' 
bie consultations win be carried 
out to ens ure foe support, if not 
the actual participation, of all 
political forces in Parliament. 

“Everyone has to be consulted, 
the left, the right and centre, 
before a final conclusion can be 
drawn out over foe makeup of the 
new government,” one well- 
informed source told the Jordan 
Times. “Sharif Zdd will take Iris 


time before making a final deci- 
sion however," he said, adding 
that the swear-in of the new team 
might not take place before 
Thursday. 

The sources said that Sharif 
Zdd may have an easier task 
rallying the support of the diffe- 
rent parliamentary blocs than 
Prime Minister Taher Masri “be- 
cause the political landscape has 
changed," since Mr. Masri 
framed his government in June. 

Observers and analysts ex- 
plained that while Mr. Masri had 
to grapple with strong public and 
partiamentaiy reservations over 
Jordan's participation in the Mid- 
dle East peace conference, Sharif 
Zeid is taking over after the 
Madrid conference had ad- 
journed and was acclaimed as 
favo urable to th e Arab side. 

“The central point of conten- 
tion with the gove rn ment has 
drifted from that of the peace 
process to internal problems snefa 
as furtbering public freedoms and 
the internal economic situation,” 
said a former minister, who is 
dose to the consultations. 

“This changed attitude will 
help Sharif Zeid win the support 
of many who opposed Mr. Mas- 
ri*s government," he added. 

The 23-member Muslim 
Brotherhood bloc Sunday de- 
cided not to participate in Sharif 
Zeufs government bat left open a 


final decision on whether to ab- 
stain or withhold confidence from 
his government. 

But many observers said the 
movement seemed resigned to 
foe Kingdom's derision to follow 
the path of peace talks and while 
it continued to reiterate its priori- 
pled opp os i t i on to peace efforts 
its priorities may be redirected to 
internal issues. 

Brotherhood spokesman 
Ahmad Qtauh A1 Azaideh Satur- 
day told foe Jordan Times that he 
“did not rale out studying foe 
option of (the Brotherhood) ab- 
staining rather than voting 
against the new government. " He 
implicitly indicated that his move- 
ment’s sup por t or rejection of 
Sharif Zesd’s government cookl 
be tied to pressing internal issues. 

“The issue of public freedoms 
will carry a lot of weight,” Mr. 
Azaideh said. 

The Islamists have made no 
secret of their feeling that they 
were bring taxgetted by foe Masri 
government. They say that many 
of their supporters were detained 
and point out that at least two of 
their planned g a t h e rin gs to voice 
opposition to the peace process 
were aborted and one of their 
pbnfications was banned. 

“We hope that on the internal 
level there would be an improve- 

(Goattmed on page 5) 


Palestinians 6 seeking to ensure 
their rights in new world order’ 


By Mariam M. Shahm 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Palestinians are 
participating in foe ongoing 
Middle East peace process in 
an attempt to ensure the poli- 
tical rights of the Palestinians . 
in the working of die new 
world order, Palestinian lead- 
ers said Sunday. 

“Our participation is a 
strategic step which is meant 
to strengthen our position in 
tins new world where aO the 
ground rules have changed,” 
said Faisal Hnssemi, overall 
head of the Palestinian team 
to Arab-IsraeH peace talks. 

Mr. Hosseini and four 
Palestinian delegates to the 
peace talks answered ques- 
tions at a gathering of over 
4,000 several hours after their 
arrival from the West Bank. 

They later attended a 
meeting with IBs Majesty 
King Hussein, Foreign Minis- 


ter Kamel Abu Jaber and 
senior Jordanian officials at 
the Royal Court. 

Addressing the gathering 
at the Palace erf Culture, die 
delegates said the exp o sur e 
of the intransigent position of 
the current Israeli govern- 
ment was one of the main 
aims of die Palestinian de- 
legation at the Arab-Iaxaeti 
peace conference which- 
opeoed in Madrid last month. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak “Shamir was exposed as 
an opponent of international 
legitimacy," Mr. Hnsseim 
told the crowd. 

Half a dozen residents of 
refugee camps in Jordan 
asked the delegates what foe 
peace process had in store for 
the 1947-48 refugees. 

“We will not forfeit the 
historical and legal rights of - 
our people,” Mr. Husseini 
replied. United Nations Re- 
solution 181 — the partition 


plan for Palestine — and 
Resolution 194 has forever 
guaranteed the right of return 
or compensation for those 
made refugees or displaced as 
a result of die creation of die 
state of Israel, Mr. Husseini 
told the audie nce. 

The delegates, who in- 
cluded Mamfomb Aker, Saed 
Erakat, Samir Abdullah and 
Rami Kilam, told the gather- 
ing that they would not act 
contrary to the wishes of die 
Palestinian people or foe 
Palestinian leadership, die 
Palestine liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). 

“We cannot and wQl not be 
allowed by our people to act 
contrary to tbor wishes,” 
said Mr. Erakat 

The 14 Palestinian dele- 
gates to the peace talks and 
their seven-member guidance — 1 
committee spoke to their 

(Cnfintd en page 5) 


U.S. wants ‘world response’ 
to Libya over Pan Am blast 


LONDON (Agencies) — U.S. 
Ambassador Raymond Seitz said 
Sunday Washington and London 
want an international response 
against Libya over the 1988 
bomb in g of a Pan Am jumbo jet 

The two countries have named 
two Libyan suspects wanted for 
allegedly planting the bomb 
winch blew up the airliner over 
Lockerbie, Scotland, killing 270 
people. 

Mr. Seitz told British television 
that Libya was “a renegade state 
and it requires an international 
response. Terrorism, as we’ve 
learned, is an international phe- 
nomenon and it can only be dealt 

with in an international re- 


British Prime Minister John 
Major and U.S. President 
George Bush would puisne this 
Kne of action, Mr. Seitz said. 

Asked if the United States and. 
Britain h»d set a time limit to 
Libya’s response for h andin g oyer 
the two indicted for foe bombing 
of Pan Am Flight 103 over Scot- 
land, Mr. Sdte said: “There is no 
deadline but we’re not going to 
dawdle either.” 

He would not say if Washing- 
ton was considering ming force 
a gainst Libya to make it comply 
with an extradition request The 


U.S. reaction “win be affected by 
foe willingness of foe internation- 
al community to address this,” 
Mr. Seitz said. 

The United States and Britain 
have identified the two su sp ects 
as Abdul Basel AK Mohamad A1 
Megrahi and A1 Amin Khalifa 

Fbunah. 

Libya has denied that h was 
behind the bombing and urged 
the United States and Britain to 
prove their charges before an 
impartial international court. 

The Bnsh adm i nistrat ion said 
Thursday it will recr ui t allies for a 
coordinated eff or t to “punish” 
Libya. 

“We don’t rubs out an y op- 
tions,” said Martin Frtzwater, the 
White House press secretary. . 

* In 1986, the United States 
bombed Libya's two main cities, 
Tripoli and Benghazi. 

The Arab League urged the 
United States and its allies not to 
wwaHar a military strike against 
Libya for its alleged role in the 
bombing. 

The Arab League issued a 
statement saying it was “gravely 
concerned with the threats" 
issued by Western countries 
against Ubya* 




Shamir 
says peace 
hopes hinge 
on his 
U.S. talks 

TEL AVTV (Agencies) — Israeli 
Prime Min ister Yitzhak Shamir 
says success of Middle East peace 
efforts depends on n a r ro w in g dif- 
ferences when he meets U.S. 
leader in Was hin gton tins week. 

Mr. Shamir’s hardline rhetoric 
against yielding occupied Arab 
land has infuriated U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bnsh and Secretary 
of State James Baker who laun- 
ched direct Arab-bneti peace 
talks in Madrid last month. 

“In these talks with American 
leaders, of coarse primarily with 
the president, we must achieve 
note and more coordination and 
identity if that is possible,” Mr.' 
Shamir said from Los Angeles in 
an Israel Radio interview broad- 
cast Sunday. 

Mr. Bush and Mr. Baker mam- 
tain there is no greaser obstacle to 
peace than foe Shamir govern- 
ment’s accelerated Jewish settle- 
ment of foe occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

(Mfuned oft p age 5) 
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Palestinians debate political panels; 
municipality revived in Gaza City 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Palestinian leaders de- 
bated Sunday over how to get 
organised fra peace talks, while 
Gaza City readmits readied to 
take control of their municipality 
for the first time in a decade. 

The readiness by Gazans to 
form a broad-based city council 
appeared to be an outgrowth of 
foe Madrid peace conference two 
weeks ago, at which Israel re- 
newed its offer erf Palestinian 
self-government. 

But there was a rising debate 
among Palestinians over the 
formation of so-called “political 
co mmi t te es” to prepare for self- 
government in various fields. - 

The committees appeared to be 
the work of Palestinians who 
want to pursue self-government 
aggressively, but they have been 
criticised as pr e ma ture and badly 
organised. 

In a leaflet distributed through- 
out the occupied territories Satur- 
day, Fateh raged Palestinians to 
dismantle the committees, saying 
they lay ‘'outside foe path of the 
straggle.” 

. Gassan Khatib, a member of 
foe Palestinian delegation to. 


Madrid, said Sunday the forma- 
tion of foe committees came as a 


surprise. 
He m 


te welcomed “popular initia- 
tives to support the delegation,” 
but said, “these committees are 
not designed and organised in the 
way that can meet the needs of 
the Palestinian delegation.” 
However, Ziad Abu Ziad, who 
served on the Palestinian advis- 
ory team to Madrid and was 
instrumental in setting np the 
pofitkal c omm it t ees, said they 
“were initiated by people from 
inside the occupied territories 
and their aim is to support die 
peace process.” 

“I do not think that thfa aim 
contradicts any Palestinian indi- 
vidual, group or or ganis ation,” 
Mr. Abu Z3ad told the Associ- 
ated Press Sunday. 

Some 100 Palestinians have 
been appointed to the commit- 
tees in foe past two weeks, but 
starting at the end of last week 
about a dozen resigned, citing 
personal reasons. 

Israeli authorities disbanded 
die Gaza CSty nmmdpal council 
in 1981, claiming it was uncoop- 
erative and overran by die Pales- 


tine Liberation Organisation 

(PLO). 

Hanan Rubin, spokeswoman 
fra the “civil administration” that 
rules die occupied territories, 
said Israel had been discussing 
the transfer of rale fra over a 
year, but that die Pales tinians 
had h»ik«d- 

“Now they have the courage, K 
think they are feeling that thrae is 
in the air now an acceptance for 
what they will do,” Ms. Rubin 
said, adding that foe peace pro- 
cess caused the change. 

But he said the move was not 
connected with the peace talks 
and was not a step towards self- 
government. 

Fayez Abu Rahme, an attorney 
and proposed head of the council, 
welcomed the step as a way to get 
more fo r ding. 

“Gaza used to get $10 million 
from Saudi Arabia yearly and 
since 1960 we did not get a 
penny,” Mr. Aba Rahme said. 

He said be hoped to form the 
council by the end of the weds. 

Mr. Abu Rahme declined to 
say whether he considered the 

(Continued on page 5) 


Jordan 
complains 
to U.S. and 
Soviets of 
Israeli moves 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan Sun- 
day complained to Washington 
and Moscow, co-sponsors of Mid- 
dle East peace talks, about recent 
steps by Israel that it said 
threatened! the peace process 
launched in Madnd on Oct 30. 

Foreign Minister Kamel Abo 
Jaber said Israel's recent vote to 
uphold occupation of the Golan 
Heights, continued settlement 
building in the occupied territor- 
ies, and die threat of prosecution 
against a Palestinian leader were 
attempts to derail the Arab- 
Israeh peace talks. 

“Three practices form a policy 
that aims at emptying the peace 
process from its context and 
hence foiling it,” Dr. Abu Jaber 
told the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra. 

Israel’s parliament passed a 
draft resolution last Monday plat- 
ing foe Golan Heights off limits in 
the Middle East talks. 

Later in the week Israeli police 
recommended that foe Palesti- 
nian spokeswoman at tile peace 
talks, Hanan Ashrawi, be tried 
for alleged contacts with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). 

Dr. Abu Jaber said Jordan had 
asked its envoys to raise Israel's 
recent actions in the United Na- 
tions ami the Arab League. He 
said Jordan’s position was com- 
municated to Washington 
through U.S. Ambassador in 
Amman Roger Harrison. 

Pens sparks protest 

The leader of brad’s largest 
opposition party drew protests 
Saturday when he said be would 
be willing- to trade the Golan 
Heights for peace with Syria, 
Israel Radio said. 

The radio said former Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres walked 
into a meeting of Labour Party 
hardliners and made the 
announcement. IBs remarks were 
greeted with protests. 

Labour doves and hawks have 
been haggling during the last 
week over a new party platform. 
The party is foie on Tuesday to 
begin a decisive conference over 
its political future. 

The doves, led by several of the 
younger party-members, want to 
leave open foe question of ter- 
ritorial c omprom ise in exchange 
for peace. 


Breakthrough seen at 
hand in hostage saga . 


BEIRUT (R) — A breakthrough 
in the hostage saga a pp ea red at 
hand on Sunday. A Tehran news- 
paper said Church of England 
envoy Terry Waite and an Amer- 
ican captive were likely to be 
freed soon. - 

The Tehran Times, dose to 
Iran’s Foreign Ministiy and which 
has set the pace in accurately 
forecasting releases in Lebanon 
since Aajjmt, said kidnappers 
“would probably give priority to 
a British hostage.” 

“Mr. Waite 52, was kidnapped 
on Jan. 20, 1987 while working 
fra die release of U.S. captives. 
He became the last British hos- 
tage when 77-year-old Jack Mann 
was freed on Sept 24. 

The newspaper said the Briton 
and an American would be freed 
on humanitarian grounds. Four 
Americans, including longest- 
held Western hostage Terry 
Anderson, are still held in Leba- 
non. 

Tehran Times forecasts were in 
the past followed by U.N. envoy 
GiatKJomGnko Pkco ahattfing be- 
tween Beirut and Damascus and 
then pro-Iranian lri< 
announcing 

Mr. Waite, as one of foe moat 
valuable of the seven remsanmg 
Western hostages, had been ex- 
pected to be among the fan freed. 

In London, the British Foreign 
Office said that it would be de- 
lighted if foe latest Tehran Times 
report proved to be true. 

Mr. Write’s family reacted 
cautiously. “We’D wait and see. 
That’s aD we can do at the mo- 
said his b ro th er David. 
Diplomats in Beirut said Sun- 
day the Tehran Times had proved 


reliable on moves to end the' 
seven-year crisis since saying on 
Aug. 6 that an American and 
Briton would be released in days. 

Briton John McCarthy was 
freed on Ang. 8 with a letter from 
foe pro-Iranian Islamic Jihad 
urging U.N. Secretary-General 
Javier Perez deu Cuellar to 
arrange hostage-for-prisoner 


American Edward Tracy fol- 
lowed him to freedom three days 


rs 


“The Tehran Times' repents 
act as catalysts. They say, so far 
with surprising accuracy, what 
should happen while parties 
directly c o ncerned are working 
on it,” said a Western diplomat. 

The newspaper reflected Iran’s 
role as foe leading power behind 
the releases in stages in exchange 
fra Arabs held by Israel and word 
on Israeli servicemen missing in 
Lebanon. 

Mohammad Khonsari, head 
.of the Middle East Department at 
the Iran's Foreign Mmdsti 
in Beirut Wednesday he 
fra the imminent release of all 
hostages and prisoners held by 
Israel. 

Israel has so far released two 
batches of Arab prisoners as part 
of the U.N.mefoated process to 
end the hostage problem. 

The English-language Tehran 
Times said on Sept 14 it expected 
more Wes ter ners to be freed 
soon. Mr. Mann was set free 10 
days later. 

In its only error since August, 
the newsp aper fo rcast on Sept. 26 
that an American would be freed 
in three days. 


Iraq denies siege of 
Kurdish north 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — The 
Iraqi government has denied 
blocking supplies of food to the 
Kurdish north and Mamed “irres- 
ponsible Kurdish elements” for 


Trade Minister Mohammad 
Mehdi Saleh told a news confer- 
ence late Saturday the govern- 
ment was supplying rations to the 
north “and all Iraqi provinces.” 
Government warehouses were 
brimming with wheat and barely, 
he said. 

Foreign relief workers in nortb- 
ern Iraq have accused the govern- 
ment of mounting a blockade of 
food and fnel to pressure Kurdish 
rebel leaders into signing an 
autonomy agreement that has 
been on the table since August. 
Kurds are divided over the deaL 

The minister made dear he was 
referring only to supplies of subsi- 
dised government rations which 
comprise about one fond of the 
national drily food intake. 

“Since Aug. 2, 1990, foe minis- 
tiy has been di s t r ib u t in g 
rations on a monthly basis to its 
citizens in all of the Iraqi gov- 
entorates, including those within 
the autonomous region — 
Dohnk, Erbil and Sulahnaniyeh 
— in equal quantities and of the 
same quality.” 

Rationing was introduced on 
Ang. 2, die date Iraq invaded 
Kuwait and was punished by the 
United Nations which i mp o se d a 
world trade embargo. Families 
have to supplement rations with 
free market food, which costs up 
to 60 times what the authorities 


ment about commercial supplies 
of food to the north. But he said 
trades delivering supplies bad 
been sabotaged by “irresponsible 
Kurdish elements. They are not 
all irresponsible, but there are 
some.” 

Mr. Saleh said ins ministry had 
hired Kurdish drivers to deliver 
the supplies “because our drivers 
cannot go there. They would be 
killed by bandits.” 

“If there exists any difficulty in 
supplying the autonomous re- 
gion’s goveraorates with food, 
then the irresponsible Knrfosh 
elements are to Marne because 
there are large quantities of food 
in the states of these governo- 
rs tes.” 

He invited Western correspon- 
dents to visit the area to see fra 
themselves. 

■ Kurdish rebel leader Massond 
Baizani warned Sunday the 
Kurds would fight back if Iraq 
launched a new offensive to crash 
their rebellion. 

IBs wa r n i ng followed repeats 
by Kurdish sources that Iraq b 
massing troops along the 400- 
kflometxes boundary of the Kor- 
efish rebd-beld region in northern 


The minister made no com- 


civilians were fleeing 

from two boundary towns after 
go v e r nm e n t troops warned them 
to leave or be evicted by force, 
said a statement by the Kurdish 
Democrati c Party (KDP). 

“Our decision last week to. 
evacuate our forces from city 
centres was made as a gesture of 
goodwill to d emon st rate our re- 
solve for a peaceful settlement,” 
(Continued ob page 5) 
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Iraq accuses West of blocking 
cash for food and drugs 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq has 
accused the West of blocking its 
efforts to boy $2 billion worth of 
mgentiy-needed food and medi- 
cine by refhsiilg to unfreeze its 
foreign assets. 

The allegation, by Trade 
Minister Mohammad Mehdi 
Saleh, was the opening shot in a 
war of words over a U.N. envoy's 
visit aimed at renewing the world 
organisation's mandate to help 
Iraqis still suffering nearly nine 
months after the Gulf war. 

“If they (the U.N.) really feds 
they should help to the 

suffering, they should lift sanc- 
tions. They should allow ns to 
buy from abroad with our own 
money," Mr. Saleh said. 

He said the U.S. government, 
which bolds 75 per cent of Iraq’s 
frozen funds, was trying to use 
food as a weapon and would not 
give Chase Manhattan Bant per- 
mission to release cash. 

He levelled the same allegation 
against the British go v e r nm ent 
end Midland Bank Pic. He prom- 
ised to show Reuters a list of 
ordeis for medical supplies which 
had not met because the cash was 
not made available. 

Baghdad says sanctions, im- 
posed over Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait in August last year, are 
killing thousands of children. In- 
fant mortality has trebled and 


food prices have soared because 
of the U.N. stranglehold on the 
economy. 

Mr. Saleh told a news confer- 
ence Saturday night that terms of 
the U.N. embargo allowed Bagh- 
dad to buy food and drugs with 
money from $4 billion of funds 
frozen in foreign bank accounts. 

But the United States, Britain 
and France — key members of 
the Western-Arab alliance winch 
drove Iraq from Kuwait in Febru- 
ary — had refused to use discre- 
tionary powers to unfreeze funds 
and the orders had not been 
filled. 

“We have coodnded contracts 
worth $1.9 billion for food from 
d iff erent parts of the world,” 
under U.N. resolution 687, which 
authorised such purchases, the 
minist er said. 

“But never have any of these 
governments responded by un- 
freezing our own money to mini- 
mise human suffering, so these 
contracts are just paper,” he de- 
clared. 

The U.N.’s special envoy to the 
region, Prince Sadnxkfin Aga 
Khan, is doe in Baghdad Tuesday 
to try to extend a memorandum 
of understanding allowing U.N. 
aid agencies to work in Iraq to 
help toe most vulnerable people. 
The arrangement is due to expire 
on Dec. 31. 


U.N. relief workers are in Iraq 
to settle, clothe and feed Kurds 
and Shiites whose rebellions after 
the Gulf war were crashed by the 
army. 

Senior U.N. sources say the 
Iraqi government believed it 
would hasten the end of sanctions 
by allowing U.N. agencies to 
operate and by cooperating with 
U.N. experts seeking to destroy 
Baghdad’s nuclear, chemical, bal- 
listic and biological weapons. 

But instead the U.N. approved 
Resolution 706, which would 
allow Iraq to sell limited quanti- 
ties of ofl to import food and 
drags under strict U.N. supervi- 
sion and repay war dues. 

The sources said Iraq was fu- 
rious at die approva l of 706. It 
would tell Praice Sadrnddin it 
would reject the document and 
press to be allowed to seO ofl 
under previous resolutions. 

Under these, it could sell ofl 
with the buyer deducting 30 per 
cent for a U.N. fond to pay war 
reparations. Procedures under 
706 are long and complex. They 
entail U.N. inspectors in Iraq 
verifying that food and drags 
have been bought and properly 
distributed. 

“Resohnion 706 will torn Iraqis 

will not sen tiietr freedom*^ 
food” Mr. Saleh said. 


More U.N. hunting in Iraq 


BAHRAIN (AP) — The U.N. 
inventory of Iraqi chemical 
weapon units has bypassed the 
125,000 mark, but U.N. inspec- 
tors are still going into Baghdad 
to hunt down more potential 


Karen Jansen, a U.S. expert 
currently at regional headquar- 
ters of the ?U.N. special commis- 
sion, was assembling what she 
described Saturday as an 18- 
member team of “very experi- 
enced” experts from 11 countries. 

The team is scheduled to fly to 
Baghdad Monday. It would be 
the first combined chemical- 
biological team of the nearly 20 
teams that have gone into Bagh- 
dad since May to pursue die U.N. 
Security Council demand for eli- 
mination of Iraqi weapons of 
mass destruction. 

**There are a lot of unanswered 


questions,” Ms. Jansen told the 
Associated Press, speaking more 
about die biological part of her 
mission. 

Ms. Jansen was on two biolo- 
gical teams that went into Iraq on 
previous occasions. She noted 

that t he Ira qi* initially had denied 

they had a biological weapons 
programme, but later admitted to 
a programme for the production 
of bacteriological agents for re- 
search. 

Biological teams have made 
several unannounced visits to 
pharmaceutical sites, some of 
which had not been declared, 
when Iraq acknowledged re- 
search at a small facility at Sal- 
man Park, sooth of Baghdad. 

These included vcacrine pro- 
duction facilities, a pharmaceutic- 
al plant and specially designed 
facilities for work with hazardous 


human and anitna! 

ing agents. They noted that Iraq 
did not conduct research into 
vaccines or antidotes to biological 
weapons. 

They also cultured deadly 
bacteia, such as anthrax -and 
botulin, and recommended a 
dose monitor of plants that can 
have “dual purpose.” 

“It’s very possible that we may 
not have the foil picture yet (of 
the biological weapons program- 
me),” Ms. Jansen said. “We’ll be 
in for 13 days. Our mission is to 
go to a 'number of undeclared' 
sites as part of the process of 
continuing to verify the Iraqi dec- 
larations of their programmes. 

Ms. Jansen said forming a com- 
bined team was dictated by the 
nature of the sites specified for 
their mission. She did not elabo- 
rate. 


Sudan 

imposes 

Islamic 

dress 

code 

KHARTOUM (AP) — Sudan’s 
military leader Lieutenant- 
Geneal Omar Hassan A1 Bashir 
announced Saturday that he is 
taking over the ministry of in- 
formation and culture to make the 
mass media c on fo r m with Islamic 
Sharia and virtue. 

The official Sudan news agency 
said Gen. Bashir made the 
announcement in a mass women 
rally designed to show women’s 
support to adherence to Islamic 
code to female dress. 

“The media was not reflecting 
the true face of the national 
salvation revolution which opted 
to adhere to the Sharia (law) of 
Allah,” Gen. Bashir said refer- 
ring to his fundamentalist junta 
which toppled the government of 
Sadeq A1 Mahdi June 30. 1989. 

In his address to the rally, Gen. 
Bashir ordered Sudanese officials 
to oblige afl women working in 
gov e r nm ent offices to adhere to 
the Islamic dress. 

He also ordered all education 
institutions in the country to 
oblige girl students and women 
teachers to wear the Islamic 
dress. 

Gen. Bashir’s order was the 
latest in a series of moves Ik 
actually began to implement late 
last year in the predominantly 
Muslim north. 

This summer, for the first time 
since 1984, thieves were sent- 
enced to have limbs amputated 
under the Sharia, Islam's 2.412- 
year-old legal and penal code. In 
Khartoum, bases have been 
segregated by sex, with women 
sitting in the front. 

Last week, A1 Quwat A1 Mus- 
salaha, the junta’s mouthpiece, 
reported that in addition to 
ordering Islamic dress for 
women, the government plans to 
restrict their places of work to 
hotels, hairdressers and stores. 

Brigadier Mohammad Saeed, 
the military governor of this 
capital, said on Sudan’s television 
on Tuesday that committees have 
been set up to enforce Islamic 
codes of female dress. 


iss destruction. al plant and specially designed their mission. She did not dabo- been set up to enforo 

^Tbere are a lot of unanswered facilities for work with hazardous rate. codes of female dress. 


lersh was hoaxed over Maxwell, papers assert 

)NDON (AP) — A well- plot,” the Sunday Times said. 


LONDON (AP) — A well- 
known hoaxer claimed he fooled 
investigative journalist Seymour 
Hersh into believing new “evi- 
dence” that publisher Robert 
Maxwell had dose tics to the 
Israeli leadership, newspapers 
said Sunday. 

Confronted by the allegations, 
Mr. Hersh admitted in the re- 
ports that be should have checked 
certain facts ; himself and not 
relied on his publisher. 

Matthew Evans, chairman of 
Faber and Faber, told a news 
conference Nov. 12 that Mr. 
Hersh had fresh evidence Mr. 
Maxwell was involved in the kid- 
napping of Israeli nuclear techni- 
cian Mordcchai Vanunu by the 
Mossad in 1986. 

The Mossad is Israel’s espion- 
age agency. 

Mr. Vanunu, a nodear techni- 
cian who revealed Israel’s, nuc- 
lear secrets to the Sunday Times, 
is serving an 18-year sentence in 
Israel for treason and espionage 
stemming from the disclosures. 

Joe Flynn, who used the alias 
Patrick Bcgg, told the Sunday 
Times, the Sunday Express and 
News of the World that he pro- 
vided the evidence of the plot to 
Mr. Evans and it was bogus. And 
it was not free — Mr. Flynn said 
Faber and Faber paid him £1,260 
($2,230) for the information. 

“A well-known con man fooled 
Hersh, and Faber and Faber, his 
British publisher, into believing 
that Maxwell helped orchestr a t e 
an elaborate Israeli intelligence 


plot,” the Sunday Times said. 

In “The Samson Option,” re- 
leased last month, Mr. Hersh 
claimed tint Mr. Maxwell had 
dose links with Isrsefs leadership in 
the book, be also accused Mr. Max- 
well of plotting to discredit 
Mr. Vanunu, specifically because 
we feared Mr. Vanunu would 
disclose that Israel had deployed 
nuclear land mines along the 
Golan Heights? and of alerting 
Israel to Mr. Vanunu's whereab- 
outs in London. 

The book is about Israel's nuc- 
lear weapons programme. Only a 
few passages mention Mr. Miix- 
well, who died off the Canary 
Island on Nov. 5, at age 68. 

Mr. Hersh told the Sunday 
Times be regretted not wbedting 
the facts by meeting Begg him- 
self. “I accept it was this man 
Flynn we were dealing with and 
that be is a con man,” foe Pulitzer 
prize-winning American journal- 
ist said. 

Mr. Flynn is the author of 
numerous rases against British 
newspapers, including the Sun- 
day Times. His most celebrated 
hoax was bilking publisher 
Rupert Murdoch out of ;25,000 
($44,250) for a pair of used shoes 
that be claimed had belonged to 
Jimmy Haffa^ tbe slain BOSS of 
the U.S. Teamster’s Union. 

The British-born hoaxer has 
served two prison terms for 
fraud. 

Mr. Flynn tokl the newspapers 
that he plotted his hoax against 
Mr. Hersh affix' Mr. Maxwell and 





Seymour Hersh 

bis former Daily Mirror foreign 
editor Nicholas Davies, whom 
Mr. Hersh alleged was involved 
in arms dealing, filed libel suits 
against Mr. Hersh. 

Mr. Maxwell died in bizarre 
circumstances, his body found 
floating in the Atlantic, hours 
after he was reported missing 
from his luxury yacht 

At the news conference with 
Mr. Evans was Member of Parlia- 
ment Rupert Allison, who said 
Mr. Maxwell knew three days 
before his death that Mr. Hersh 
intended to release the additional 
information. Mr. Allison has 
pressed for a gover nm ent inves- 
tigation of Mr. Maxwell's alleged 
links to Israeli intelligence. 


Monkedni Vamma 

At the news conference, Mr. 
Evans read a statement from Mr. 
Hersh that said a private detec- 
tive was asked by two Daily 
Mirror reporters to tap tbe tele- 
phones of journalists at the Sun- 
day Tones, who were working 
with. Mr. Vanunu. Mr. Vanunu 
later disappeared from London 
with Cindy Hanm, a Mossad 
agent. 

Tbe Sunday Times said Mr. 
Hersh confirmed that Mr. Evans 
had flown to Amsterdam to meet 
a private detective named Patrick 
Begg on Oct. 29. 

Mr. Flynn said decided to re- 
veal that he masqueraded as Begg 
because Mr. Hersh had broken a 
promise and gone public with the 
claims. 


Iran slams U.S. for seeking 
to bar nuclear technology 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iranian Flea- 
dent Hashemi Rafsanjani on Sun- 
day condemned the United States 
for “forcing” other countries not 
to cooperate with Tehran on nuc- 
lear projects, tbe Islamic Repub- 
lic News Agency (IRNA) re- 
ported. 

“America has frankly and 
boldly announced that the Islamic 
republic of Iran has no right to 
use nuclear technology even for 
non-military goals,” Mr. Rafsan- 
jani said. 

He referred to the big powers 
as “monopolising and impudent 
parties,” the agency said. It para- 
phrased him as condemning 
Washi n gton for “forcing” other 
countries not to cooper a te with 
Iran. 

The agency qutited him as 
saying the United States was 
openly pressing and threatening 
countries such as China and In- 
dia. 

On Friday, U.S. State Depart- 
ment deputy spokesman Richard 
Boucher said the United States 
has asked India not to go ahead 
with a reported (flan to supply a 
midear research reactor to Iran. 

Mr. Boucher said Assistant 
Secretary of State Edward Djere- 
jian raised the issue with India’s 
ambassador on Thursday and Fri- 
day. 

"Tbe United States has urged 
all midear supplier countries, in- 


chiding India, to avoid any form 
erf nndear cooperation with Iran, 
even under safeguards, because 
there is not adequate evidence 
that Iran is genuinely committed 
to the exdnrively peaceful uses of 
nndear energy,” Mr. Boucher 


Meanwhile, U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker was expected 
to raise tbe issue of nndear tech- 
nology transfers during his cur- 
rent trip to China. 

Recent accounts of Chinese 
sales of nndear technology and 
equipment to Iran raised ques- 
tions about the Peking govern- 
ment's role in helping Third 
World countries develop nndear 
weapons. 

U.S. military officials have ex- 
pressed concern about a “nriMtaxy 
axis” involving Iran, Pakistan and 

OiiM- 

Felring is believed to have 
assisted Pakistan in its pursuit of 
an atom bomb, and has admitted 
selling a mini reactor and an 
electromagnetic separator to 
Iran. 

But it ^ maintained that the 
technology can be used for re- 
search and peaceful purposes 
only. 

The bead of Iran’s Atomic 
Energy Or gan i sa tion earlier this 
month deified the U.S. inteih - 
gence reports alleging Iran was 
working to build a nuclear bomb. 


Arafat thanks Iraq for its 
support on anniversary 


BAGHDAD (R) — Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
leader Yasser Arafat said in re- 
marks published Sunday that his 
org an i sa tion was deeply grateful 
for the s n p port of Iraq, which 
tried in vain to Knk its invasion 
of Kuwait to tbe Arab-Isradi 
conflict 

■ Mr. Arafat said in a message 
published in Al Thawra, organ of 
the rating Baatfa Party, that the 
PLO took “great pride in the 
brotherly relations and common 
destiny between ns.” 

“Our enemies are trying to 
impose their domination and 
policies on our people... but with 
the support of honourable people 
and Iraqi people under your 
brave leadership... we will con- 
front these challenges and plots,” 
Mr. Arafat told Preadent Sad- 
dam Hussein. 

Tbe PLO leader was replying 
to a message of support the Iraqi 
leader sent him last week on the 
third anniversary of the Palesti- 
nian state. The PLO representa- 
tive to Baghdad has diplomatic 
status. 

Mr. Arafat has not been seen 


in Iraq since the early days of the 
Gulf war in January when be 
visited a shelter bombed by the 
U.S.-led army. 

Iraq had said it would withdraw 
from Kuwait if the United Na- 
tions forced Israel to cany out 
resolutions ordering it to leave 
Arab lands it occupied. 

The U.N. rejected the linkage. 
The PLO supported Iraq through 
the Gulf crisis. U.S. President 
George Bosh accused Mr. Arafat 
of “backing tbe wrong horse” and 
has shunned any contact with him 
in W ashingto n's search for a Mid- 
dle East peace settlement. 

Mr. Arafat, whose organisa- 
tion was bypassed in U.S.- 
brokered talks between Arab 
states and Israel in Madrid last 
month, said the PLO would “de- 
ride its own destiny and establish 
an independent state with Holy 
Jerusalem as its capital.” 

Iraq's National Assembly has 
condemned the Madrid talks as 
an American conspiracy and cal- 
led on tbe Arab World to coo- 
tinne to back the Palestinian up- 
rising in tbe Israeli-occupied ter- 
ritories. 


Pan-Islamic organisation 
throws weight behind Syria 


JEDDAH (AP) — The 45- 
member Organisation of the Isla- 
mic Conference (OIC) has 
strongly condemned an Israeli 
parliament resolution that urged 
the government not to negotiate 
over the future of the Israeli- 
occupied Golan Heights. 

“Based on a false as sum ption, 
tbe resolution is a dear proof of 
Israel’s recalcitrant policy and 
manoenvers aimed at forcing the 
Arabs to boycott the forthcoming 
session of the peace talks and 
consequently to bold them re- 
sponsible for the failure of these 
talks,” said the statement issued 
late Saturday. 

The return of the strategic 
Golan Heights is expected to be 
Syria’s key demand in bilateral 
talks with Israel, which seized the 
Heights in the 1967 war and 
“annexed" them in 1981. 

The OIC, headquartered in tbe 
Saudi Arabian port city of Jed- 
dah, is the political umbrella for 
the world’s estimated one billion 
Muslims. It is preparing for tbe 
Dec. 9-12 summit continence of 
die leaders of member states, and 
the statement presaged a strong 


anti-Israeli resolution by the Isla- 
mic World. 

In the statement from OIC 
Secretary-General Hamid AJ 
Gatnd, the organisation said it 
was “profoundly indignant about 
tbe negative Israeli reaction after 
the first round of the Madrid 
peace conference, which is aimed 
at obstructing the peace process.” 

It said the parliament resolu- 
tion, passed by 26-12 margin last 
Monday, “has no basis in law and 
constitutes a glaring violation of 
the U.N. charter and the relevant 
resolutions of the world body.” 

The organisation also conde- 
mned Israel's repeated raids on 
South Lebanon , the continued 
bmlding of settlements in occu- 
pied Arab lands and what it 
called the leveling of threats 
against members of the Palesti- 
nian delegation attending the 
Madrid conference. 

It appealed to the United 
States mid the Soviet Union, 
sponsors of the Madrid confer- 
ence, to adopt a pprop riate mea- 
sures to counter toad’s practices 
and to force the Jewish state to 
abide by tbe peace process. 


Qatar withdraws from oil show in Bahrain 

NICOSIA (R) — Qatar withdrew from the Middle East Oil Show 
in neighbouring Bahrain Saturday because tbe island’s authorities 
had not allowed most of its exhibits into the country, the Qatar 
General Petroleum Corporation (QGPQ said. ‘To our surprise we 
were not allowed to have most of the exhibits enter B a hr a in ," tbe 
Qatari News Agency quoted QGFC Managin g Director Jaber 
Abdulhadi Al Marti as saying. B ahrain government officials and 
the show organisers were not available for comment. Relations 
between Bahrain and Qatar have deteriorated since the end of the 
Gulf war over a duster of potentially oil-rich islands. Qatar took 
tbe issue to the International Court of Justice in the Hague last July 
after five years of inconclusive Saudi mediation. 

Djibouti says rebel attack repulsed 

NAIROBI (R) — The Djibouti army repulsed a rebel attack on a 
barracks in the Red Sea coastal town of Obock, Djibouti radio 
reported Sunday. The radio, monitored in Nairobi, said the army 
inflicted heavy losses on the attackers in Friday’s inridenLft did 
not say whether there had been any government c asual ties. 
Djibouti ordered a general mobilisation last week to rei nforc e its 
2400-strong army after anno un cing that the country’s integrity was 
under threat from anti-government rebels. The French army, 


from the Tadjourah region, in the north of the country, 
because of unrest in tbe area. Last week Djibouti Interior M iniste r 
Ahmad Bulaleh Barreh said the army was in control of Tadjourah 
after armed groups attacked military bases there. 

Turkish parliament elects new speaker 

ANKARA (R) — Husamettin Cmdornk, a former leader of the 
True Path Party (DYP) has been' elected as speaker of the Turkish 
parliament, state-nm television reported Saturday. “The time has 
come to establish democracy permanently in Turkey,” Mr. 
Gndoruk, a 58-year-old lawyer, told parliament after his election. 
Mr. CSndonik led the DYP, which won last month’s general 
elections, from 1985 until 1987. Known as one of Prime Minister- 
designate Suleyman DennreTs most trusted aides and a forceful 
orator, Mr. Gndoruk entered political life in 1952 and served in the 
Democrat Party and the Justice Party. He was elected by 286 
deputies in a third round of voting in the 450-seat house. 

Ethiopia says order restored in city 

ADDIS ABABA (R) — Tbe Ethiopian government said on 
Sunday that order had been restored in Dire Dawa, the country’s 
second-largest city, and that a curfew was in force after inter- 
oo mnnmaJ dashes last week. In an. official statement, it said tbe 
dashes bad killed 25 and injured 164. It described the unofficial 
reports of 61 deaths and 300 injured as exaggerated. The 
government statement accused local political groups m the area of 
deliberately provoking their opponents. It said 60 ringleaders had 
been arrested, and 400 guns, 29 hand grenades and 8,000 rounds of 
ammunition seized . Political organisations in the area have been 
forbidden to cany arms during r allie s and other meetings. 
.Residents of Dire Dawa, in eastern Ethiopia, said violence began 
Wednesday when members of the Ororno tribe, who dominate the 
area, tried to disrupt a meeting of Amhara people. There have 
inter-communal dashes in diffe re n t areas since the dictator, 
Mengistu Haile Mariam fled last May when troops of the Ethiopian \ 
People’s Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF) took the 
capital. The Oromo is the largest of the country’s many tribal 
groups, ou tn um bering the Tigrean people who dominate the 
EPRDF. 

Israel to allow prison visitors 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — The families of Arabs held at 
Israel’s Ketziot detention camp will be able to regularly visit 
prisoners there for the first time from^onday, an army spokes- 
woman said- The visits will be coordinated through the Internation- 
al Committee of the Red Cross and Israel's “Civil administr ation" 
which governs the occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip. About 

6.000 Palestinians are detained at Ketziot, inducting about 1,000 
held without trial. The spokeswoman said the army had conducted 
a series of experimental family visits before deriding cm the new 
prison policy. Inmates had previousty only been allowed visits by 
their attorneys. The derision was seen as a gesture of goodwill 
towards Palestinians following the opening of peace talks in Madrid 
last month. Palestinians had bear asking for the release of 
prisoners and the easing of restrictions in die occupied territories. 

Troops confront rival groups in Mogadishu 

MOGADISHU (R) — Armoured can and troops in full combat 
gear staked out government buildings, the airport and the radio 
station in Somalia’s capital Sunday in an apparent show of streu gtfr 
against the forces erf General Mohammad Farah AideedL Gen. 
Aideed is the- main rival of interim Somali President All Mbacti 
Mohammad in his United Somali Congress (USC). More than 

1.000 civilians were killed in battles in September between rival 
USC groups, and the troop deployments boosted fears of a new 
outbreak of factional fighting. The crisis follows stormy scenes at a 
meeting of foe USC central committee which began last week. 
USC sources said Gen. Aidced's sup porters on the committee were 
contesting tbe legality of the interim government headed by AH 
Mahdi Mohammad. A peace meeting in Djibouti in July agreed on 
formation of the interim government, but Gen. Aidced’s suppor- 
ters say it had no mandate to do so. USC sources said Mr. Aii 
Mahdi ’s faction in the co mm ittee was trying to remove Gen. 
Aideed from his post as USC durirman, but did not have tbs 
required two-thirds majority to do this. Gen. Aideed did not attend 
the USC committee meeting. Conflict between Mr. Ah Mahdi and 
Gen. Aideed has mounted since the government was sworn in eariy 
last month, bringing in representatives of many of the armed 
factions operating since the overthrow of President Mohammad 
Siad Bane in January. The USC central « ww«nittMi convened after 
mounting criticism of Gen. Aideed, whose fences recently pre- 
vented the landing of an aircraft carrying a delegation headed by 
Andrea Barusso, Italian under-secretary for foreign affairs. Gen. 
Aideed has demanded that Mr. AJi Mahdi resign to enable all 
groups in the country to deride a future policy for So malia. . . 
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Hanadn Medical Centre ... 
KhaB di Maternity, J. Am 
AfcOeh Maternity, J. Amu. 
Jabal Amman Maternity... 

* Amnin ......... 

Palestine, St uttcj wBi ....... 

Sham ia wii Hospital 

Unre ality Hospital 

AMfeaaber Hospital 

Tfe fabric. AbdaE 

Al- AM, AbdaB 

Itafan, AMdnhajreea 

Al-BaaMr, J, AsInMieti 

Army, Marta 

Queen Aha Hospital 

Amal Hospital 

ZASQAr 

ZarqaGort. Hospital ...... 

Zmqa National Hospital - 


IbaSina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Htbna Modem Hospital 

<09)990990 

■tank 

rriuccuBaama Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Caihotic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn AJ Nafees Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information it sappEed by Royal 
Jordauimu (RJ) hribrnution depart- 
toetu at the Qtttxe Aha JofenatiaBaf 

Airport TeL (08)53200-5. where k 
thouU always he verified 
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Queen Noor attends Armed 
Forces graduation ceremony 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Sunday attended the 
graduation ceremon y of a group 
of female officers recruited by the 
Jordanian Armed Forces who 
have just completed their training 
courses. The ceremony included 
parades of the graduates, who 
marched in front of the Royal 
platform and a speech by the 
commander of the corps. The 
commander welcomed the Queen 
and paid tribute to His Majesty 
King Hussein's efforts to boost 


the capabilities of the Jordanian 
Armed Forces. Towards the end 
of the ceremony, the Queen dis- 
tributed diplomas to the gradu- 
ates and awards to those excelling 
in their courses. Present at the 
ceremony was His Royal High- 
ness Prince Talal Ben Moham- 
mad, the King’s military secret- 
ary, Army Chief of Staff Field 
Marshal Fatin' Abu Taleb and 
Armed Forces senior officers 
together with an invited audience 
and relatives of the graduates. 


New heliport to be 
inaugurated at Marka 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — A heliport for 
potice helico pters at Marka will 
be inaugurated Monday at a cere- 
mony to be attended by Jorda- 
nian officials and public security 
officers as well as German 
Ambassador to Jordan Heinrich 
Reams and embassy staff. 

The police helicopters operat- 
ing in the country ah came as a 
gift from Germany to help Jordan 
combat drug trafficking opera- 
tions and prevent smuggling 
across its borders with neighbour- 
ing countries. The helicopters 
were donated to Jordan through 
an agreement signed by the two 
sides in December 1968. 

In September, Ambassador 
Reiners presented. PSD Director 
General Fade! Ali with a gift of 
three vehicles especially equip- 
ped to complement the helicop- 
ters’ work in com bating contra- 
band activities. A statement 
issued at the time said that the 
gift was made in support of the 
PSD’s efforts to fight smugg li ng 
ft the regional and international 
levels. 

In June, the border police, 
backed by the police helicopters, 
foiled a major drug trafficking 


operation and seized 800 kilog- 
rammes of hashish. The helicop- 
ters have also been used to moni- 
tor and control traffic along main 
streets in Amman , especially dur- 
ing rash hours. 

Discussions on means of prom- 
oting German-I pr riani an coop- 
eration in police work were held ' 
Sunday by a senior official from 
the German Interior Ministry and 
Gen. Fadel Ah. 

G. Roman, an adviser to the 
German interior minister who is 
on a visit here, discussed with 
officials types of terminal assist- 
ance the PSD needs, according to 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

Mr. Roman, who is accompa- 
nied by a two-member team rep- 
resenting tihe German Interior 
Ministry and the German police 
helicopter units, will be among 
those attending the ceremony 
Monday at Marka. 

Gen. Fadel Ah paid tribute to 
Germany for its continued assist- 
ance to the PSD. 

The German visitors will be 
touring police facilities and meet- 
ing officers to review die PSD’s 
development programmes before 
concluding their visit to Jordan 
Friday. 


Development of Jordanian 
industrial sector praised 


MUTAH (Petra) — A number 
of Arab and foreign ambassa- 
dors and commercial and eco- 
nomic attaches accredited to 
Jordan Sunday visited the fftsf 
Jordanian industries exhibition 

held in the south of Jordan. 

• 

Taking part m the exhibi- 
tion, which was organised by 
the Amman Chamber of In- 
dustry (ACI) in cooperation 
with Mirtah University and 
chambers of commerce m the 
various districts and governo- 
rates of south Jordan, were 75 
Jordanian industrial com- 


The delegation was accom- 


panied by die- AO’s president, 
Khakknm Abu Hassan, who 
said -that Jordanian industry 
has developed in quality and 
quantity. He added that it cur- 
rently accounts for more than 
22 per cent of the gross domes- 
tic product (GDP) and contri- 
butes to 92 per cent of Jorda- 
nian exports. 

He added that Jordanian in- 
dustry is employing 80,000 
workers and is exporting its 
products to some 68 countries 
all over the world. 

The diplomatic corp mem- 
.bers voiced their satisfaction 
with the level Jordanian indus- 
try has reached. 


Jordan to integrate 
Hepatitis B in national 
vaccination programme 


By Maba Addas! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan became 
one of 50 countries who have 
taken the first steps in the fight 
against Hepatitis B when they 
decided to integra te the vac - 
cine in its national |>iupa*Me,i 
sources said. 

As a result of a conference, 
entitled "Control of Hepatitis 
B in Dervetoping Countries,” in 
Yaounde, Cameroon in Octo- 
ber 1991, Jordan and paxtid- 
pants in the c onfere nce de- 
cided to devote resources to 
rfhniwate one of the world’s 
major diseases winch although 
preventable has a burden that 
exceeds that of AIDS, and 
affects 1 twlH on people world 
wide, sources said. 

“Jordan has already started 
to instate the Hepatitis B vac- 
cination pr o gra mme,” said 
Ala’ Tonkan, dean of the 
Faculty erf Medicine at the Urn- 
maty of Jordan and the rep- 
resentative of Jordan at the 
Cameroon conference. “The 
Middle East as a whole is one 
of the leading areas to declare 
its intent to start tins vaccina- 
tion pr o gra mme.” 

"Jordan is the first in the 
region in *»kfag action to eti- 
minatie a disease that is ende- 
mic,*’ he 


As an outcome of the Came- 
roon conference, a d e clara t ion 
was made stating that over 300 
million people are chronically 
infected with the Hepati tis B 
■virus who are now at signifi- 
cant risk of death from fiver 
cancer and cirrhosis. 

The declaration also stated 
that this disease is acquired in 
childhood and can be pre- 
vented by Vaccination near 
birth. Also, the statement said 
the vaccine against Hepatitis B 
can be added directly to the 
Expanded Programme on Im- 
munisation (EPI). 

Combining the Hepatitis B 
vaccine with other EPI vac- 
cines does not diminish then- 
efficacy, the declaration 
stated. 

The c onfe r ence was spon- 
sored by the World Health 
Organisation (WHO), the In- 
ternational Task Force on 
Hepatitis B I mmu ni sa tion, the 
Programme for Appropriate 
Technology in Health and the 
University of Yaounde. 

The co n ference will submit 
the declaration to the World 
Health Assembly in May 1992. 
The declaration basically 
underscores the dangers of 
Hepatitis B and the fact that a. 
safe ami affordable vaccine to 
combat this disease exists. . 
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US. feedgraln arrives In Aqaba 

AMMAN g.T.) — A shipment % 

donated com arrived at the port of Aqd» Nwrafoer. lbtmdB 

now bring unloaded. Tins is the mod jrffive iffSTiSStS 
24l,000metric tonnes of feedgraln donated by tne U.S. toJoroan 
in 1991. Tbe first shipment of 41,000 metnc ? P?™ 
• s or ghum arrived in Aqaba in eariy October- The u.! f.ji^|^rrivc 
conasting of 50,000 metric tons <rf sorghum, m expected to arrive 

in Aqaba on November 28. 



ROYAL CELEBRATION — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma Sunday a tt ended a 
major festival organised by the residents of the 
northern town of Bantha to mark His Majesty 
King Hussein's 56th birthday. A major address 
was delivered by district Governor Mo hammad A1 
Anad, who, outlined the various developments in 
the district and in Jordan under the King's rule. 


Mayor Fawwaz A1 Zombi also defivered a speech 
on the nrrasinw. The festival fadnded national 
dances, soap, and a number of foUorfc perform- 
ances by local traces. Princess Banna earlier 
opened a nur sery ran by a local society and an 
of photographs at a local school, also 
organised on the Sag’s birthday. The Prin c es s 
was accompanied by several senior officials. 


Town official again complains of 
odors from waste treatment plant 


ZARQA (J.T.) — The munici- 
pality of Dulefl in the Zarqa 
Governorate has again raised the 
question of bad odors craning out 
of the Khirbet A1 Samra waste 
water treatment plant located- 
nearby and appealed to author- 
ities to address the problem. 

Duleil mayor Akram A1 Awa- 
dat said that citizens in his town 
are also suffering from the smell 
craning from the numerous cattle 
and sheep farms set up within the 
municipality’s perimetre. 

Mr. Awadat, who sent the 
complaint to the Zarqa governor, 
said that the presence of four 
major forms within the town plus 
60 more cm the periphery of 
Doled, all set up at random, was 
hazardous to public health. He 
said that the-fonns had been set 
np without knowledge of the con- 


sequences to the environment 
and public health. 

Two months ago. Dried muni- 
cipality raised the same complaint 
with the concerned authorities 
and the Ministry of Municipal 
and Rural Affairs and the En- 
vironment. 

meat director smdti^ti^rattie 
forms in Dubeh were old. They 
were built before the town came 
into being, he said. Fur t h ermor e 
his department has stopped 
issuing new licences for more 
forms within Dried or outride the 
town’s outlying areas to prevent 
an aggravation of the situation, 
be added. 

However, be said, the munici- 
pality of Dried has the power to 
stop any form from beign created 


within its region even if feasibility 
studies had been completed and 
approval obtained from the 
Ministry of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment. 

He said his department was 
taking steps to prevent any 
worsening of the situation. 

Deputy Governor of Zarqa 
Ghaleb Izmeqna said in a state- 
ment that a public health commit- 
tee has been intensifying its in- 
spection tours of the region to 
stndy the situation and conduct 
studies designed to find solutions 
to the problem. He said the com- 
mittee is trying to locate the 
sources of contamination to the 
environment and will submit a 
report on its findings and recom- 
mendations for appropriate solu- 
tions. 



Jorim Cooperative Association president Jamal 
Bedour addresses the audience Sunday at a 


aua daar cm the role of cooperative societies far the 
Arab World (Petra photo) 


Gap between food production and 
consumption must be bridged, officials say 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Speakers at 
the opening session of a seminar 
on the role of cooperatives in- 
ensuring food security in the 
Arab World Sunday emphasised 
the need to promote food produc- 
tion and bridge the gap between 
production ami cons umpt ion. 

The seminar, organised by the 
Jordan Cooperative Organisation 
(JCO) in cooperation with the 
Arab F edera tion for Food Indus- 
tries (AFFI) and the Arab Coop- 
eratives Federation (ACF), is dis- 
cussing ways to promote techni- 
ques designed to boost food pro- 
duction and forming work to en- 
sure food security. _ 

Deputising for His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan, Sen- 
ate member Khalil A1 Salem 
opened the meetings with an 
address underfilling the import- 
ance of joint Arab efforts to meet 
the objective of food security, an 
objective that can be achieved 
partly through the role of the 
Arab cooperative movement, be 


The past decade witn e ssed a 
widening of the gap between food 
production and -consumption in 
the Arab World with the result 
that the Arabs now import $25 
billion worth of foodstuffs 
annually. Dr. Salem said. 

The food situation in Jordan 
and Palestine has been aggra- 
vated, Dr. Salem said, with the 
r e tu rn of nearly 300,000 citizens 
who had spent most of their fives 
in Kuwait and other Gulf stabs. 
The return of the expatriates has 
placed an additional burden on 
Jordan, winch is struggling to 
ensure sufficient food quantities- 
at reasonable prices. Dr. Salem 
■mid. 

He called for an immediate end 
] to the blockade on Iraq and urged 
lArab countries to launch an inter- 


national campaign that would en- 
sure sufficient food and medi- 
cines for the Iraqi people. 

Ensuring food security for 
Arab citizens. Dr. Salem said, is a 
national duty and tbe objective 
should be reached as soon as 
possible. His views were sup- 
ported by JCO Director General 
Jamal Bedour, who said that the 
Arab World should be trans- 
formed into a food producing 
area by boosting indhndiial and 
national efforts. Food security 
should be tbe frist priority for the. 
Arab states, which currently face 
a serious food shortage, he said. 

In reviewing the basic require- 
ments for agricultural develop- 
ment in tiie area, Mr. Bedour 
said that Arab states possess 133 
million hectares of arable land, 
but only 41 'million hectares are 
utilised to produce food. 

Should tiie current trend of 
food imports continue, he said, 
the Arab World will end up 
buying $60 billkm worth of food- 
stuffs annually by the year 2000. 

Mr. Bedour also criticised the 
amount of investments in agricul- 
ture and said that whQe funds are 
bring allocated to other less im- 
portant areas, onty $2 b3fion had i 
been invested in agricultural 
schemes over the past two de- 
cades, about 9 per cent of total 
Arab investments. 

Mr. Bedour stressed tire im- 
portance of tbe. Arab coopera- 
tives movement in promoting the 
food production process. He said 
tbe Arab World has 20,000 such 
cooperative societies with a mem- 
bership of 20 million. 

Hisham Hassan Tawfiq, secret- 
ary general of the Arab Coopera- 
tives Federation, emphasise d the 
rote of cooper a tives and joint 
projects in meeting the food re- 
quirements of the Arab World. 


Falah Jabcr, secretary general 
of the AFFI, said that despite the 
increasing amounts of food im- 
ported by the Arab World, nearly 
one million Arab cfaikhen die 
annually because of malnutrition. 
Also, one third of the Arab peo- 
ple do not acquire sufficient food. 

The organisers of the three-day 
seminar said that the participants 
will discuss 15 research and work- 
ing papers dealing with the food 
security problem and the role of 
Arab cooperatives in helping 
achieve food security. 
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Industrialists, government 
reach compromise on 
implementation of tax 


3 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Finance, which introduced a 
enrrenmer tax earlier tins month 


thaf inftni»t«rf industrialists, has 
reached a c om promise agreement 
with the Amman Chamber of 
Industry on the matter, according 
to officials. 

Both rides will bold periodic 
meetings to smooth over any 
problem that could arise, they 
said. 

Agreement on the compromise 
came at a meeting held by repre- 
sentatives from the two rides, 
who expressed desire to maintain 
dose cooperation to safeguard 
the national interests. In accord- 
ance with the compromise agree- 
ment, factories will not pay con- 
sumer tax if they had already paid 
duty on the primary goods and 
raw materials used in the manu- 
facture of the products to prevent 
dual taxation on the same com- 
modity. 

Also, tbe Ministry of Finance 
will not post customs officials at 
the factories to monitor produc- 
tion. Instead, ministry officials 
will examine the factories’ books 


for that matter, according to tbe 
agre emen t. 

Furthermore, the Ministry of 
Finance agreed to exempt com- 
modities for which contracts had 
been concluded to be supplied to 
the civil, military and Civil Ser- 
vice Consumer Corporation 
stores, according to the agree- 
ment. 

The consumer tax can be paid 
to the Ministry of Finance at the 
beginning of the coming year, an 
■official said. 

In last week’s meeting with 
industrialists. Finance Minister 
Basel Jardaneh defended tbe gov- 
ernment’s imposition of the con- 
sumer tax and said that building a 
sound economy requires a reduc- 
tion in consumption and a nar- 
rowing of the budget deficit. 

Mr. Jardaneh, who led the 
ministry's team to tbe negotia- 
tions on the compromise agree- 
ment with the industrialists, said - 
that a joint committee from the 
iniiiistry and the Chamber of 
Industry wfll pursue tbe imple- 
mentation of die agreement and 


will initiate cooperation to over- 
come other problems related to 
taxation, raw materials and cus- 
toms tariffs. 

The chamber’s president, 
Khaktoun Abu Hassan, thanked 
the minister for his cooperation in 

striving the problem, which had 
irked industrialists and brought 
about discontent and signs of 
early lay-offs of workers in some 
indttstries. 

The consumer tax was consi- 
dered part of the country’s au- 
sterity measures included in the 
agreement with tbe Internationa] 
Monetary Fund (IMF) over tbe 
restructuring of Jordan’s eco- 
nomy. The Kingdom, acting 
under IMF directives, is trying to 
slash its $8 bilbon foreign debt 
and revive its aid-dependent eco- 
nomy. 

The Jordanian industrialists 
had showed their o pp o si tion not 
only to the 10 per cent consumer 
tax, but also to a government 
proposed procedure to decrease 
customs duty on a series of im- 
ported products. 


PSD opens 
new police 
stations, 
patrol 
centres 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Pub- 
lic Security Department (PSD) 
Sunday opened five newly cre- 
ated police stations and seven 
highway patrol centres in va- 
rious governorates in the course 
of celebrating His Majesty 
lOng Hussein’s 56th birthday. 

A PSD statement said that 
the five police stations were set 
up at Rnseifeh, Jabal Abiad, 
Shobak, Kura and Bal’ama. 
The new police stations were 
built in accordance with mod- 
ern standards, including units 
for criminal investigations, 
warning ficences, alien and fore- 
igners divisions, juvenile sec- 
tions and wings fur local coun- 
cil meetings. The statement 
said that the police depart- 
ments in various goveroorates 
were now enlisting the help of 
the local community to help 
solve sodo-economic issues. 

Centres for patrol units were 
set up in Zarqa, Maan, Irbid, 
Tafileh, Mafraq, northern 
haefia and Aqaba, according to 
the statement. The new cen- 
tres, tbe statement said, are 
needed to monitor and control 
traffic along highways which 
are always busy with tracks 
and other vehicles. 

The PSD, the statement 
said, was frying to create a vast 
new network to control trafficj 
along the highways from 
Ramtha in the north to Aqaba 
in the south. 

Apart from the police sta- 
tions and patrol centres, the 
PSD also opened workshops 
for repairing vehicles at the 
Maan, Aqaba, Safawi, Sarih 
and Marfaq regions. The work- 
shops are aimed at providing 
service to vehicles used by the 
police units in these areas, the 
sta tem ent said. 

According to the statement, 
the new facilities comprise at 
least 14,422 square metres and 
cost around JD 1.6 million. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following Bstings are compiled horn monthly buHctms aud^ 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the bated 
‘time and place with the concerned institutions. 


Ffrhfltfthm entitled “Graphic Arts of the <68* (Cram 
Federal Repu b Bc of Crrni ii aj) at the Abdul Hnmrril i 
Foundation gallery (open from 10 lbl to 5 pun.) 

* Ffrfcflrition entitled “GoeOe Fmst” at Yarmoak University. 

•fr Exhibition of photos of EBs Majesty KbegHmsefai and members 
of the Royal Camay la addition to photos of weapons and mum 
at the Did vet shy of Jordan. 

* Art esUMtin by Dham A1 Turk at the JKoydi Colturdl Centre. 

* Kxfaflritiow of cfafldren’s pafattop commemorating the 3rd 
anaivenazy of tbe declaration of the state of Palestine at the 
Rand fTphy* * Centre. 

t A1 OrOodosi Onh. 


Vhurfgre” at the French 


French Am entitled “PMdet 
Cdtnd Centre — 8 pja. 



King congratulates Oman 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Sunday sent a 
congratulatory cable to Sultan Qaboos Ben Said of Oman 
congratulating him on his country’s national day. The King 
wished tbe sultan continued good health and happiness and the 
Omani people further pro g res s and -prosperity. The King also 
praised the great achievements Oman hm made in all fields, 
saying that such achievements were aimed at improving the 
welfare of the Omani people and laying the foundations of a 
modern state. 

Minister opens Civil Defence Centre 

AMMAN (Petra) — As part of-Jordan’s celebrations of His 
Majesty King Hnssein’s 56th birthday. Interior Minister Jawdat 
A 1 Sboul Sunday opened the Civil Defence Centre in A1 Manarah 
Housing Estate. 

Deputy quits Islamic Bloc 

AMMAN (Petra) — Member of the Lower House of Parliament 
Ziad Abu Mahfonz Sunday said he was withdrawing from the 
Islamic Bloc of the Lower House of Parliament. In a statement to 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra, Mr. Abu Mahfouz said be sent a 
letter to this effect to tbe Islamic Bloc, adding that starting 
Sunday he is an independent member of the House. 



PALESTINIAN EXHIBITION — Under the patronage ef 
Palestine National rVamHi President Shdkh Abdul Hgaa— ■*! Ai 
Sayeh, the Americ a n Arab Ant^P farrimin aflcm Cea n ra Mie e (ADC), ' 
In cooperation with the United Nations RcHef and Works Agency 
(UNRWA), has opened an exhibition of drawings by chfldren fa 
commemoration of the tbh-d anniversary of the declaration of the . 
Palestinian state at the Royal Cultural Centre. The drawings, 
wldch depict the britfada, show the ideas and fr ustra ti ons brought 
about by . the yearn of occupation. The ex hibition wffl last until 
Thursday. The cxtrih i tio u wffl tear several Jordanian cities before 
befog taken to the United States, where the paintings wffl be 
domded to President George Bnh. 


(fa the occhh of His Majesty lag Hussart Brtkty 

AL ISTIKLAL CLUB continues to present 

Ukrainia Ballet Group 

In concert 



at the Palace of Culture AI Hussein Sports City at 8 p.m. an: 

Monday Nov. 18 — Carman Ballet 
Tuesday Nov. 19 — Giselle Ballet 
Wednesday No v. 20— Swan Lake Ballet 
Friday Nov. 22 — Nut Cracker Ballet 


AI Hussein Sports City 

Phoenix Cafeteria and Gallery, Gardens Street 
Zahrat AI Mada’en Mill — Jubilee Circle. 

Abla and Antar Stores, Jabal Luweibdeh. 
Safeway International. 

AI Tawil Tours Agency, near Safeway. 

Geneva Coffeeshop. 

Music Box/ A! Sweifiyyeti, the Eighth Circle. 

AI Shallal Restaurant, the Gardens Street 
Rana Pizza, opposite AI Ral Newspaper. 
Rawan Wool, Gardens St/eet-Da'san Centre. 
Jerusalem International Hotel 
kma! Salon — at AI Hussein Sports Giy, Id. 666/12 
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Reform - obstacles and goals 


A GROUP of Jordanian inleHectnals has recently 
concluded that His Majesty King Hussein’s drive to 
liberalise Jordan’s political and social institutions is 
not being matched by similar enthusiasm at the Lower 
House tier of oor political leadership. The group 
noticed the King’s vision as embodied in his numerou s 
speeches and directi v es has not been translated into 
actions at different levels of government. We do shar e 
this view. A look at the King’s letters of a ppointment 
to successive prime ministers compared to government 
achievements so far indicates beyond doubt a bjg 
default in the system and its institutions. Where the 
problems lie and how the obstacles can be removed is 
open to study and research. However, a number of 
defects in our system was identified and established 
long ago. 

Education, the bask buflding bloc in the formation 
of any modern nation, is one area where a lot of effort, 
and especially fends, need to be invested. Oor educa- 
tional system is by all standards outdated «mi 
mediocre at best. 

Another area of serious shortcoming is the govern- 
ment’s right arm, the bureaucracy, which is almost 
useless. It functions, where it does, on the management 
drills of the 1940s and 1950s. It has been determined, 
also a long time ago, that the dvffl service is bloated to a 
dangerous level. 

The more than 120,000 dvil servants have turned 
over tiie years into a citadel whose occupants vehe- 
mently defend the system against any reform or 
improvement. Likewise are our laws and legislations; 
some of which are still rooted in the archaic Ottoman 
body of law. 

Government in Jordan is still highly centralised and 
craves for more every day. The government has 
traditionally sought to control, and backwardly at 
that, every aspect of Jordanian life. 

These are only some of tiie areas that require argent 
attention from each and every government. Unless 
radical reforms are initiated and everyone, deputy or 
minister, put in their share of effort, we should be 
prepared to face the worst. We were heartened to hear 
that £Qs Majesty is working on streamlining the armed 
and security forces to make them still more efficient. 
H, as is the hope of most Jordanians, the peace process 
succeeded, Jordan would certainty welcome a mutual, 
regional reduction in arms which in turn would free 
much-needed funds for education, health and social 
welfare. 

It Is therefore our hope that the new government, 
headed by Sharif Zdd Ben Shaker, would set its 
priorities on tackling such fundamental problems as 
those hindering oor development in order to prepare 
the country for the future and to cater for the 
aspirations of coming generations. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


IT IS natural after all to see a government resigning nn<u»r a 
democracy, particularly if the government is forced to do so in 
light of confidence accorded to it by the legislative assembly, said 
A1 Ra’i Arabic daily Sunday. The resignation of a government and 
the formation oS a new one does not weaken the democratic 
process in the country; on the contrary, it helps rejuvenate such a 
process, the paper continued. The daily said that the resignation 
of Mr. Taber Masri did not come about as a result of the pressure 
exercised by Parliament in order to halt Jordan’s participation in 
the peace process, but rather as a conviction on the part of the 
government, in light of its inability to secure a parliamentary 
majority supporting its p rog r amm e. In order that Jordan can 
pursue its drive to achieve peace,- there is need to ensure full 
backing from Parliament and a sound democratic mar ch on the 
internal front, added the daily. If the change of government «w 
lead to further strengthening of internal unity, then the resigna- 
tion of the government should be regarded as a welcome 
development, the paper said. It said that national unity serves as 
the strongest foundation for die survival of democracy which 
Jordanian citizens are very keen cm safeguarding. 

A] Dtmtoor daily said it was regrettable to see die United States 
directing threats against Libya, accusing it of being responsible for 
the crash of one of its planes over Britain. It said that the Arab 
countries should not keep silent as one of the Arab states is 
exposed to threats of aggression and should not follow the same 
behaviour they adopted when Iraq was facing danger. The paper 
said that the United States, which claims to be spearheading 
efforts to achieve a lasting peace in the Middle East, is now 
endangering that prospect by threatening to launch aggression on 
a co un tr y in the region. The Arab countries silence vis-a-vis such 
threats reco nfirm s the fact that the Arab Nation is in total disarray 
aid cannot rise up to defend itself in the face of external danger, 
largely doe to lack of will to end di fferences that have been 
jpfagnmg inter-Arab, relations, the paper sad. It said that the 
current threats and prep a rati ons for aggression are reminiscent of 
tile period that preceded Washington’s aggression on Iraq with 
the result that many innocent victims foil and the Arab World was 
rendered defenceless and as weak and divided as ever. The paper 
urged Arab leaders to act immediately to avert another tragedy. 


Weekly Political Pulse By Wafeed Sadi 

Jordan’s 6 windows’ to the world need urgent support 


THERE is an apparent unanimity in the country that peace in the 
Middle East is just around the corner. The euphoria about the 
prospects of peace between the Arabs and Israel may be a bit 
exaggerated for the time being but it s not such a farfetched 
dream either. To be sore, there are enough reasons or rather 
justifications to warrant this dreaming about peace in the region 
for one to begin building on them al ready . To wait till peace is 
completely within reach before emb ar kin g on the necessary 
restructuring of the f u t ure course of the country would be utterly 
foolhardy and shortsighted. If oor government is also truly 
touched by this optimism, then two macroeconomic decisions 
need to be taken as of now in anticipation of the “rosy” future 
that awaits the Kingdom. One of these concerns the fate of Royal 
Jordanian and the other belongs to the Aqaba Fort. 

There is no better way to begin translating the gov ernm ent’s 
deep conviction in the viability of the ongoing peace process, and 
its heavy investment in it, then by proping np the country’s 
national carrier here and sow. How else can the country be able 
to shoulder its responsibilities towards itself and its people, in the 
not too distant future, if not by having a healthy and robust 
enough airline to carry on the task of constructing on its edifice 
and foundation? 

Peace in the area would surely spell economic boom and the 
rebirth of tourism on a scale hitherto unexperienced. Would it not 
be infinitely wiser and more prudent to face such imminent 
prospects with Royal Jordanian prepared rather than caagbt an 


ready as its present state of affairs suggests? Must we wait till the 
last bitter minute to resurrect our admittedly best “ambassador” 
from its current dismal abandonment? 

There is no way that the restructuring of the country’s economy 
in conditions of peace can be accomplished without a healthy and 
competitive enough airline to face the flurry of activities that 
would sorely emerge in the not distant future. So why is the 
government shy about lending real and bold support to Royal 
Jordanian is something that is indeed puzzling and bewildering to 
all who have a minimal vision of the future. Are our authorities 
waitin g till the airline is stripped of its remaining fleet before it 
offers it meaningful and timely finanHn? assistance? It is tfriwigh 
sheer miracle that Royal Jordanian has survived, and it has done 
so in no small measure, doe to the strength of conviction of its 
staff who are doing an admirable job in mining the airline a gainst 
great odds. They most not be let Aram again. 

Thus urgent decisions need to be taken to save the airline from 
imminent disaster. “Little” people cannot be expected to come to 
the rescue of the airline as. they simply cannot hanrf|» the 
challenge on their own. “Big people” are urged to step in to 
salvage the situation before the condition of the airline becomes 
irretrievable. Clearly there is no time for petty recrimination. 
Now Is the time to think boldly and big about it before it is too 
late. The airline’s demise, God forbid, would deal a heavy blow to 
the entire country and every effort most be exerted to ai««i^ jt 


and breathe new life into it. 

The other important pillar in die Jor d a nian economy that 
requires urgent attention is the Port of Aqaba. There is handy any 
ctisagreement that toe port stands to generate not only sizeable 
income to the country but also highly coveted hard currencies 
when toe conditions in die area return to normal. Lest we forget", 
Aqaba harbour once earned the Kingdom hundreds of millions of 
dollars, especially in toe eighties when bold decisions were taken 
to expand its facilities under die leadership of personnel who 
knew the business of running it. Of late, Amman has been giving 
the distinct i m p res si on that Aqaba Port Authority was something 
with which they could e x p e rim ent with no dear objective in sight. 
The best evidence of this was die rapid and chronic change in the 
leadership of that vital authority. What exacerbated the situation 
was that by and large the directorship of the port was assigned to 
persons highly qualified in everything except operating a port 
facility. With peace to die region looming on tbe horizon, Aqaba 
Port deserves a visionary leadership, well- versed in the mechanics 
of administering it as well as in articulating its intermediate and 
long-range policies on the bads of hard won experiences. 

These two areas in die Jordanian economy warrant immediate 
remedial measures in order to prepare the country for the new era. 
that is about to dawn on ns all. The decisions related to them 
should not be relegated to bureaucratic minds, but rather to 
people in die Kingdom who are capable of making big decisions. 


We can march towards peace 


By Yossi Beflm 

THE international peace confer- 
ence in Madrid was an event that 
will go down in history. If it 
proves sterile, toe date will be 
remembered as toe time when all 
our neighbours recognised our 
right to exist in this part of the 
world as a Jewish and sovereign 
state. 

Should it bear fruit, it will 
symbolise a new page in the 
history of the Middle East, and 
the opening of a chapter of peace 
in our region. 

In any event, what has pre- 
ceded the conference will not 
recur. 

We reached the conference 
very late, after four years of 
intifada, after Send attacks; we 
could have got there before both, 
following toe London Agreement 
of April 1987. 

Some say those were years in 
which toe Likud fought for its 
cause and made impressive 
achievements, and consequently 
struggled against an international 
conference. But this was an inter- - 


national conference by any yard- 
stick, by virtue of toe superpower 
leadership, U.N. and European 
participation and high-handed 
American management. 

Only Mr. Shamir still terms it a 
“regional conference.” 

The agreement that “the inter- 
national conference wiB not im- 
pose any solution or veto any 
agreement arrived at between the 
parties” appears in the London 
Agreement. The words: “The 
Palestinian issue will be dealt 
with in the committee of the 
Jordanian-Palestinian and the 
Israeli delegations” are taken 
from the London Agreement, 
and so is the agreement that all 
negotiations wiU take place in 
bilateral cum min^ fa direct 
talks . 

Claims to toe effect that all this 
was achieved as a result of the 
Likud’s hardline policy are un- 
true. 

Even on procedural matters 
over which Mr. S hami r has long 
fought, achievements were 
doubtful. The joint Jordaman- 
Palestiraan delegation functioned 
as two delegations, with two 


separate chairmen. In place of 
the Palestinians, Mr. Shamir re- 
fused to speak to, Faisal Hnsseini 
and Han an Ashrawi became 
beads of the delegation and its 
spokesmen. 

The attempt to deny the 
Palestinians the 45-minute quota 
to address the conference failed 
right after it was broached; this 
will probably be the fate of the 
current attempt to alternate the 
talks in Israel and the Arab 
states. 

Some say that without the in- 
tifada and the Scuds, there 
wouldn’t have been a conference. 
This is like the familiar cl aim that 
peace with Egypt would have 
been impossible without the Arab- 
IsraeH war. 

Well, it would have been pos- 
sible to conclude the Camp 
David Accords in February 1971, 
in conformity with the proposal 
of U.N. mediator Gunnar Jar- 
ring, and with Sadat’s agreement, 
saving Israel more than 3,000 
Jives and tens of thousands of 
wounded. 

The Madrid conference could 


have been held in April 1987, 
immediately after the London 
Agreement, reached between 
governmental elements in Jordan 
and Israel through the agency of 
toe U.S. 

It is deplorable that after these 
historic events, we went to Mad- 
rid with sour faces, tike someone 
led there handcuffed, against a 
raucous background at borne, 
one which aroused echoes every- 
where and controversy with — 
and within — the Foreign 
Ministry. 

It is most regrettable that the 
prime minister’s speech was so 
dry and bereft of inspiration; 
apart from a historical survey 
which had a certain importance, 
it contained nothing of note. 

It is a pity that the speech did 
not admit the mistakes of toe past 
and call for a new chapter of 
peace. The best thing that can be 
said of Mr. Shamir’s speech is 
that it was less extreme than the 
man himself. 

It is regrettable that only in 
Israel did our information cam- 
paign defeat the Arab one; that 
our communicators’ approach 


was one of going to war, of the 
“front line,” of “a public rela- 
tions attack.” 

The Palestinians, for their part, 
convinced the world that they had 
come for peace, ft was ridiculous 
to revert to waving the Palesti- 
nian Charter and, at toe same 
time, sit across from a delegation 
chairman who had been among 
the founders of the PLO. 

Henceforth, tactics tike these 
will only work in the TJlcml Party 
Central Committee. 

Israel must now march toward 
peace. If anyone in the govern- 
ment thinks it is worth dragging 
out the negotiations as long as 
possible, he is taking too serious a 
risk. Past experience proves it is 
not worth delaying. 

Let ns not fix toe next round of 
talks for one month hence, and 
the one after it in another two 
months. At last there is someone 
to talk to. Let's talk every day, 
without stopping. Let ns not 
leave the discussion until white 
smoke emerges from the 
chimney... 


Let us not make a- stand on 
petty matters. It isn’t important 
where toe negotiations are bdd. 
What is important is that they be 
held. For dozens of years called 
on our foes to speak with us — 
anywhere, any time. Let us not 
retreat from that all- 

And most important: let us 
concentrate on toe main issue. 
Israel's security will not derive 
from annexing Gazau; the Golan 
Heights wiU not prevent Syrian 
Scuds from reaching us. We must 
insist on meticulous security 
arrangements, on the unity of 
Jerusalem under our sovereignty 
as the capital of Israel and on 
demilitarising toe territories we 
evacuate in toe administered 
areas and the Golan Heights. 

If we stand firm on these 
issues, there will be a broad 
national consensus. 

We shall, on the other hand, 
get no consensus if we insist on 
settlements in the head of a 
dense Arab population and on 
-annexing two million Palesti- 
nians. ■ — The Jerusalem Post. 



Bush keeps eye on the polls as he 


prepares for 1992 campaign 


By Irwin Arieff 

Renter 

WASHINGTON — President 
George Bosh likes to say be 
doesn’t pay attention to public 
opinion polls but the themes he 
seized upon in last week’s unoffi- 
cial launch of his re-election cam- 
paign would indicate otherwise. 

Technically, Mr. Bush is not 
even a candidate for re-election. 

Tbe Republican is not expec ted 
to formally declare his intention' 
to seek a second term until early 
next year, although six Demo- 
oats are already seeking their 
party’s nomination to run against 

hint 

But in his first two fund-raising 
speeches last week for tbe benefit 
erf the “Bush-Quayie 1992” com- 
mittee, set up last * month to 
begin raging money for the cam- 
paign, he was .sounding like a 
man attuned to the latest public 
Opinion polls. 

In rec en t public remarks and 
speeches, he has referred to 
themes touched on by surveys. 


inducting rising unemployment 
and a view that Mr. Bush is 
spending too much time on fore- 
ign affairs. 

Polls have revealed a sharp rise 
in public fears about joblessness, 
and Mr. Bush, in an abrupt turn- 
about, embraced an effort to 
compromise with Congress on 
new jobless benefits, exclaiming 
last week that “families are hurt- 
ing out there.” 

Polls showed voters think Mr. 
Bush is speodmg tod much time cm 
foreign affairs and neglecting 
domestic woes, and Mr. Bush 
proclaimed: “We live in an inte- 
grated world (where) you can't 
neatly divide foreign policy from 
domestic policy.” 

“The pride that we felt in our 

fighting men and women — and 
in ourselves — shouldn’t be tri- 
viaSsed as something ‘foreign’," 
Mr. Bush said, seizing on the 
still-popular U.S.-led defeat of 
Iraq in tbe Gulf war. 

Nefl Newhouse of Public Opin- 
ion Strategies, a suburban 
Washington Republican polling 


firm, said that while a solid 
majority of voters still approved 
of Mr. Bosh overall, “in the past 
two to three weeks, thing s have 
started catching up to him.” 

Mr. Newhouse's firm had 
briefed White House political 
aides just last week on a new poll 
showing that voters’ growing 
fears of losing their jobs could 
topple Mr. Bush in November 
.1992. 

They said their most significant 
findings were that 13 per cent of 
those surveyed rated jobs tbe 
most important issue the 

nation in October, up from ei ght 
per cent in July. 

Sixty-five per cent reported 
hearing friends or neighbours 
tal kin g within the past month 
about the chance they could lose 
their jobs in the next year. 

Mr. Bush had twice blocked 
Democ ratic moves to extend job- 
less benefits for those long out of 
.work, saying in Angust that an 
extension was unneeded and in 
October that such a move would 
bust the budget agreement. 


But early last week Mr. Bush 
disclose d a new willingness to 
compromise with Congress. And 
in bis fund-raising speeches, be 
sounded like a changed man,' 
pleading with Congress for die 
new benefits and loudly blaming 
toe Democrats for inaction. 

“Z think it’s a crying shame to 
play politics when people are 
hurting in this country,” be said. 
“Families are hurting, and I’ve 
said for months that I want to 
help them.” 

Public opinion polls have also 
picked up a tidal wave of support 
for term limits on elected offi- 
cials, and Mr. Bush has blamed 
die slot* progress of his domestic 
agenda on congressional leaders 
who could not be ousted even as 
they flouted the voters. 

“Every time you turn around, 
you've got some subcommittee 
chai r man that’s been there 30 
years trying to mandate new be- 
nefits aqd tell some guy fa Mid- 
land or Oden (Texas) how to 
ran Ins fife, and we're sick and 
tired of it ” Mr. Bush said. 


Bush plagued by 
economic hangover 
from 1980’s boom 


By Rich Mffler 

Renter 

WASHINGTON — President 
George Bush rode into power in 
the debt-financed boom of the 
Reagan era but now the bills are 
coming doe as toe countdown to 
next year’s presidential election 
begins. 

“Tbe great wave of toe Ws 
has crashed on the shore,” said 
; Robert Deberick, chief econom- 
ist of the Northern Trust Co. 
“We’re caught in toe riptide and 
: it’s hard to struggle against that.” 

Mr. Bush felt the force of that 
' riptide last week, when one of his 
top aides was dealt a stunning 
defeat in an election for a U.S. 
Senate seat from Pennsylvania by 
,a tittle-known Democrat whose 
campaign theme attacked the 
president’s economic policies. 

Analysts said voters are fed up 
with hearing about a recovery 
that had done tittle to alleviate 
their concerns about job security 
or put more money in their pock- 
ets. 

; But many econ o mi s ts and even 

■ some of Mr. Bush’s own advisers 
believe there is not much the 
president or Congres s can do to 
get the economy moving again 
: until tiie heavy debt load of the 
. 1980’s has been worked down. 

The huge deficits built up fa the 
«' 1980’s by a tax-cutting president 
'and a free-spending Congress 
i fuelled America’s longest peace-' 
;time economic upswing bnt left 
: Mr. Bush with little roo m to 
I expand the budget now to pump- 
op toe sfagghh econo my , 
i White House Chief Economist 
! Michael Bosfcfa said toe normal 
J prescription for a weak economy 
j — ** * ents and stepped-up gov- 
I eminent spending — 'would not 
i work as well now because of the 
i big budget deficit. 

' “They’d be far less stimula- 
jtive,” he said. 

| Any increase fa the budget 

deficit — it is already projected to 

. be a record S3S0 billion fa tbe 

■ 1991/92 fiscal year — would push 
ap long-term interest rates and 
discou rage consumers fr om bor- 
rowing to boy homes and com- 
panies from bo r r o wing to expand - 
output ' 

But toe federal government 
isn’t toe only one guilty of going 


ou a borrowing binge in the 
1980’s. Household debt soared by 
nearly 12 per cent per year from 
1983 to 1990, while personal in- 
come only rose about TV* per cent 
annually. 

Now those bills are coming due 
and consumers are paying them 
; off. And that’s acting as a drag on 
the economy. 

“We’re in a phase now where 
attitudes are changing,” Trea sur y 
; Secretary Nicholas Brady told 
Reuters in a recent interview. 
“Fifty per cent of baby boomets 
• are now home on Saturday 
.whereas before they were prob- 
, ably on their way to Bermuda for 
!toe weekend.” 

Consumer wariness about tak- 
: mg on any more debt means that 
the steep drop in short-term in- 
terest rates engineered by toe 
U.S. Federal Reserve over the 
i last year has bad limited impact 
■ on the economy, economists raid. 

Banks and commercial proper- 
ty developers are also suffering a 
hangover from the 1980’s debt 
binge. 

Saddled with many bad hums 
1 from toe last decade, banks have 
become increasingly stingy about 
lending money to even the most 
: creditworthy of borrowers. 

: Federal Reserve Chairman Alan 
Greenspan has described this 
’‘credit crunch” as a 80- 
la lome tTes-per-hour headwind 
blowing against tbe economy. 

The commercial property 
boom of tbe 1980’s has resulted in 
.a glut erf everything fro m shop- 
. ping centres to office buddings. 

! About 18 per cent of office build- 
ing space is currently vacant 
i David Wyss,- chief finanrial 
! economist at DRI/McGraw rail 
economic consultants, said that 
. glut means developers are unlike- 
ly to borrow money no matter 
'how low interest rates go. 

; In the end analysis, perhaps 
. what rite economy most is 
j tone to work off the debt load of 
; the last decade, 
i _ "White we’re in that debt* 

| liquidation phase, thmgs are 
‘going to be slower,” Mr. Brady 
jsaid. “When we get out erf that 
! phase, we will have toe econ om y 
in a position where it can really 
resume growth on a way sound 
basis.' Everybody wants that to 
Jiappen in an election,” he added. 
“I flunk it W3L” . 
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Sharif Zeid continues efforts 


• pfcnt, especially in public free- 
doms, w hich greatly relapsed 

under the previous Bw enwiwn t - 

:Mr. Aaadeh nkL - 
..- The sources said that Sharif 
Zeid held a number of meetings 
withlhe movement's representa- 
tives and that it was **not impossi- 
ble” tt> win their support for bis 
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V - i ‘The support could happen by 
their abstention in a confidence 
rote session,” one of the so u rc e s 
add., ..He. cited an amm pif of 
fanner. Prime Minister Mndar 
B adran ’s government when the 
movement stayed out di n i n g (be 
first round bin did give h«n its 
tngpon in parliament. “Later 
they- joined the government. 
Things could happen that way 
Sis time around too,” the source 
saiiL ' - 

The 16-member National Bloc, 

. of winch Mr. Masri is a member 
and the six-member independent 
Isla mi st bloc also dt^ussed their 
position towards a government 
f headed by Sharif Zeid and 
“agree d to su pport it,” according 
to an informed source. 

The lS-member Constitution 
Bloc was expected to hold its 
regular meeting today and one of 
its members expected that there 
would be a discussion of the 
change in government then. 

The Democratic Bloc, which 
joined hands with the M uslim 
Brotherhood bloc in flatting fo r 
more public freedoms imd«r Mr. 


Masri’s government, kept mum 
over its talks with Sharif Zeid but 
oueof its members said 
Satmday that his bloc’s position 
would & determined “acco rding 
to tiie new government’s policy 
statement and Its makeup.” 

Mr. Masri’s government, 
“ware of an across-the-board par- 
liamentary dissatisfaction with its 
public freedoms record, has sche- 
duled a cabinet meeting Tuesday 
during which the cabinet will 
rei ns t at e all civil servants dismis- 
sed for political reasons. 

Sources within Mr. Masri’s 
government said Sunday that the 
last meeting of the cabinet will be 
“to put final touches on the fiscal 
budget and reinstate the civil 
servants fired from the jobs on 
political grounds.” 

The Masri government will 
continue its mandate until Sharif 
Zeid and his government are 
officially appointed and sources 
said that Mr. Masri and Sharif 
Zeid “have been working closely 
together during this transitional 
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“This is one of the new positive 
elements that has come about in 
tins change,” said a source dose 
to tiie consultations. “It will be a 
smooth transition.” 

It was not dear last night who 
would replace Sharif Zeid as chief 
of the royal court. Several names 
were mentioned to SI the post, 
but none of them could be con- 
firmed by any of the sources 
contacted by die Jordan Times. 


Palestinians ‘seeking to ensure (heir rights’ 


(Continued from p age l) 
constituency in the West 
Bank and Gaza mjodl.- 30 
different occasions last week 
in order to inform and win 
approval from the Palesti- 
nians in the occupied territor- 
ies. 

Opposition in particular 
.from har dlin e Talam?«fg was 
evident in questions raised by 
the partly hostile audience 
daring the Amman meeting. 

The main bone of conten- 
tion between Palestinians 
who are for and against nego- 
tiations with Israel at this 
stage revolves over the fate of 
the 25 million Palestinian 
refugees who originate from 
the Arab territories occupied 
by Israel In the 1948 war and 
those who fled the parts of 
Palestine that became Israel 
in 1947 and were denied the 
right to return by the Jewish 
state. 

The right of return, the 
Palestinian delegates said, 
will not be a subject for nego- 
tiations. “It is a right which 
we have no intention and no 
right to forfeit,” Mr. Hus- 
sein: said. 

“We are going to the 
“peace negotiations” because 
we have suffered beyond our 
means,” Mr. Erakat said. 

Mr. Erakat, one of the 
more outspoken Palestinian 
delegates, said tiie Arabs 
have only the Arab govern- 
ments to blame for the 
“weak” position of the Arab 
delegations in talks with 
Israel.' 

As a result of the many 
political splits in the Arab 
World the Palestinians and 
-some other Arabs had been 
left to fend for themselves 
and have thus been forced to 


with nothing but “interna- 
tional law” on their side,” he 
said. 


- w 

The lack of Arab unity will 
have long-reaching effects, 
the delegates said. 

“What kind of Arab World 
stays silent whQe 18 million 
Iraqis five with the threat of 
starvation and Jordan and 
Palestine live under an on- 
going economic blockade?” 
Mr. Erakat asked.” There 
should have been Arab- Arab 
negotiations before there 
were Arab- Israeli negotia- 
tions, but unfortunately riw 
has not yet happened.” 

“The Palestinians living 
under occupation are receiv- 
ing more nrohcal, education- 
al and economic help from 
European countries than they 
are gettiqg from their Arab 
brothers,” Mr. Erakat told 
the crowd. 

The theme that the Palesti- 
nians would have secured a 
better position if there was 
Arab coordination was 
underlined by delegate 
Abdullah. 

“We are not very satisfied 
with the level of Arab coor- 
dination,” Mr. Abdullah 
said. 

Lack of Arab cooperation 
“did not permit us to begin 
the negotiating process in a 
better way," he said. “We 
conk! have entered the peace 
talk* with better conditions.” 

Mr. Hnsseini added: “We 
are in (fire need of compre- 
hensive Arab cooperation.” 

The PLO has asked for 
the convening of an Arab 
summit cm the peace process, 
and “until now we see no 
signs of such a meeting taking 
place,” Mr. Erefcat said. 

The Palestinians, who have 
accepted an interim self-rule 
pentfing frin Palestinian inde- 
pendence in five fears, said 
there was no wavering from 
the demand for an indepen- 
dent state. 


U.S. wants ‘world response* 


(Continued from page 1) 

The statement noted the Li- 
byan government's denial of in- 
volvement and said its offer to 
bold a “neutral” investigation 
was a sign of its innocence. 

“The Arab League general sec- 
retariat appeals to all the parties 
to control themselves and not to 
hasten in taking any actions 
which might increase tension in 
the Middle East at a time when 
international and Arab efforts are 
coordinating to establish peace.” 

At the same time, Mahfouz A1 
Ansary, editor of the 
government-controlled At 
Gomhuria newspaper, made a 
simi lar appeal to President Bosh. 

“President Bush, yon have cre- 
ated for yourself arid your coun- 
try a good picture in our region 
and the world. Protect this,” Mr. 
Ansary wrote. “Do not embroil 
yourself today in an operation of 


revenge for a crime similar to 
ones you and others have carried 
out. No one has the right to 
punish (Libya). 

“Do not strike against Libya. 
Because striking Against Arab 
Libya, is nor a punishment for 
(Libyan leader Muammar) 
Qadtiafi, but a punishment for 
your friends, your Arab friends.” 

In Ids editorial, Mr. Ansary 
said he was not addressing 
whether or not Libya was in- 
volved in the Pan Am bombing. 
But he stressed that U.S. policy 
was gpilty of much worse crimes. 

The Egyptian government has 
made no official comment on the 
airfine-bombhig charges. 

- Diplomats in Tripoli were sum- 
moned to the Libyan foreign 
ministry over the U.S. and British 
accusations, according to a dis- 
patch Sunday by Libya’s official 
news agency (JANA). 


Palestinians form political panels 

(Continued from page I) 


council a step towards autonomy 
and added that the list of council 
nominees would be submitted to 
Israel for approval. 

In another move, reflecting a 
change of atmosphere, Israel’s 
postal authority said it would 
renovate the 14 Gaza Strip post 
offices which it said were tech- 
nologically 20 years behind. 
Israel. 

Sigal Gafil, postal authority 
spokeswoman, said SO Gaza post- 
al workers have been invited to 
the opening of a newly renovated 
'post office in an Israeli Arab 
town. 

“We think that post bring? 
people together,” Ms. Galil said. 

Also Sunday, Police Minister 
Rom Milo denied Israeli Radio 
reports that police recommended 
prosecuting Palestinian nego- 


tiator Hanan Ashrawi for alleged- 
ly meeting with FLO officials. 

“The police did not give re- 
commendations, only findings,” 
said spokeswoman Tami PaoL 
Cohen. “Police Munster Milo 
said the decision to stand Ashra- 
wi on trial was up to the state 
prosecution and the attorney 
general.” 

A 1986 law forbids Israelis to 
meet PLO officials. But Health 
Minister Ehud Olmert has 
pointed out that Dr. Ashrawi is 
not an Israeli citizen. 

In another development, police 
are investigating the case of an 
Israeli army officer who was 
found shot dead in ins car near 
the West Bank city of Tulkarm, 
military sources skid. 

The officer had been shot in 
the bead and his gun was found at 
his side. The sources said the 
army was investigating. 


Iraq demies siege of north 


(C ont inued freon page 1) 

Mr. Baxzani said in a statement 
from his headquarters in Iraqi 
Kurdistan. 

“We have demonstrated our 
resolve for a peaceful settlement, 
but if tiie latest Iraqi troop move- 
ments mean a repeat of tiie 
tragedies of our people and mass 
deportations, then we are ready 
.to defend ourselves against new 
aggression,” Mr. Barzani said in 


his statement 

“Iraq is massing troops all the 
way from Zakho to Khanaqin,” 
said Dr. Kamai Khoshnavi, a 
Damascus-based spokesman for 
the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, 
the second main rebel group. 

Thousands of Kurds have fled 
Erbil for fear that orders to 
evacuate villages to the southwest 
are the prelude to an imminent 
attack by Iraqi troops. 


The JANA dispatch said die 
diplomats were assembled Satur- 
day and given a copy of the 
foreign ministry statement Friday 
whith denied tiie allegations and 
called for a “neutral” investigat- 
ing body. 

JANA said diplomats from 
Europe, Latin America, Asia and 
Africa, including the Middle 
East, were summoned. Belgium 
represents U.S. interests and Ita- 
ly does the same for Britain in 
Tripoli. 

Libya also said Sunday tiie 
U.S. and British charges were 
aimed at terrorising its people 
and diverting attention from U.S. 
economic problems. 

“The accusations ... coincide 
with the American people’s in- 
creased economic problems and 
are aimed at diverting its atten- 
tion from these problems,” a 
commentary carried by JANA 
said. 

“The U.S. and British threats 
are aimed at keeping the Libyan 
people busy with dungs other 
than their vanguard role in realis- 
ing their national, Is lamic and 
international goals.” 

A London-based Arabic news- 
paper reported Sunday that Col- 
onel Qadhafi would visit Cairo 
shortly to discuss Egyptian 
mediation “to contain the explo- 
sive situation between Tripoli and 
Washington.” 

Sharq A1 Awsat also quoted 
informed sources as saying an 
Egyptian enovy would soon 
travel to Washington “to find a 
solution that dispels the spectre 
of confrontation.” 

Western diplomats said they 
would not be surprised if Egypt 
was mediating. Cairo has an eco- 
nomic interest in Libya because 
up to 1.5 million Egyptians work 
there, and a political interest in 
avoiding any crisis which could 
derail Middle East peace efforts. 

In the Sudanese capital Khar- 
toum, a statement by the Foreign 
Ministry expressed concern over 
the Western attack on Libya as 
well as solidarity. 

“Sudan, while voicing solidar- 
ity with the Libyan people, flalk 
for exercising a policy of self- 
restraint, resorting to internation- 
al law and conventions and re- 
fraining from an unilateral mea- 
sures that might jeopardise the 
Libyan people’s safety and secur- 
ity of the region,” the statement 
said. 

It said Sudan was firmly 
opposed to use of military force 
against Libya which “endangers 
not only the Libyan people but 
also the security and stability in 
the entire region and even the 
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world peace and s&urity.” 

Iraq accused the United States 
of “crying” over the victims of 
tiie Lockerbie disaster while its 
' own “aggressive policy based on 
terrorism” caused the death of 
thousands of people each day. 

The newspaper A1 Qadissiyah 
said U.S. threats against Libya 
were part of a (riot to “submit the 
Arab Nation to foreign domina- 
tion under the cover of a new 
international order.” 

.The daily said in an editorial 
that there was something “suspi- 
cious about American criminal 
intentions towards Libya.” 

A1 Qadissiyab said Washington 
was “crying over the passengers 
of thin plane while at the «m»e 
time cansing the death of 
thousands of people in the world 
daily because of its aggressive 
polk? based on terrorism.” 
“The a gg ression on Iraq and 
the imposition of unjust econo- 
mic sanctions on its people are 
evidence of American terrorism 
and .crimes. It cries over those 
victims and ignores the death of 
thf nKOTM [)^ of children snei women 
and elderly because of the 
dangerous shortage of food and 
basic items in Iraq. 

“Its false humanity does not 
extend to the deliberate exter- 
mination of Iraqi people,” the 
newspaper said. 


Shamir: Peace hopes hinge on U.S. t alks 


(CoRthaed flraaa page 1) 

A formal decision on resuming - 
Arab-IsraeK talks could come 
when Mr. Shamir meets Mr. 
Bustr Friday, Yossi Ahimeir, an 
aide to Mr. Shamir, said Sunday. 

Israel favours a Middle East 
venue, the Arabs a more neutral 
location. 

Mr. Shawm- is doe to speak to 
Jewish groups in Los Angeles, 
Boston, New York and Baltimore 
during his 10-day U.S. trip. He is 
due in Washington only Friday. 

“We all know there are differ- 
ences. They have existed for 
years,” Mr. Shamir said. 

“But now of all times ... it is 
most important that there be no 
contradictions too outstanding 
between the positions of Israel 
and the United States. 

“Should there be contradic- 
tions, the aims will not be 
achieved," be added. 

Mr. Shamir, leader of Israel’s 
rightist Likud Party, has also 
sparred with Mr. Bush over a. 
$10-bfltian loan guarantee Israel 
needs to help integrate Soviet 
immigrants. 

Mr. Bush jnfuriated (he Jewish 
state in September by postponing 


consideration of the guarantees 
for four months. Israelis saw his 
move as erode pressure to coax 
them to the peace table. 

Moscow offers itself 

The Soviet Union is likely to 
propose Moscow as the venue for 
the next stage of the Middle East 
peace conference. Foreign Mus- 
ter Boris Pankin was quoted as 
saying Saturday. 

Moscow Radio said Mr. Pankin 
told his Egyptian co un t e rpart 
Amr Musa in a letter that the 
Soviet Union “will probably sug- 
gest" that the conference which 
opened last month in Madrid 
resume m Moscow. 

Soviet officials were not im- 
mediately available for further 
comment on the letter, which was 
passed to Mr. Mnsa by the Soviet 
ambassador in Cairo. 

No venue has yet been agreed 
for Israel to resume three sets at 
bilateral talks with Syria, Leba- 
non and a joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian delegation. 

The Soviet Union and the Un- 
ited States are co-sponsoring the 
historic conference. 
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Japanese 
set sights 
on Lineker 


Capriati 
to moire 


overwhelms Sabatini 
into Philadelphia final 


LONDON (R) — Gary Lineker, 
England captain and model pro- 
fessional, has ended a week of 
high drama as! the player ambi- 
tions Japan are seeking to help 
their soccer dreams come true. 

Lineker followed his crucial 
goal for his country in Poland 
Wednesday with a double strike 
for his first division dub Tot- 
tenham Saturday, showing just 
the qualities that make him a 
prime target for the Japanese. 

Japan, who want to stage the 
2002 World Cup, are keen to start 
off their professional Super 
League in 1993 with major inter- 
national signings. 

Brazilian former and present 
stars Zico and Careca, among 
others, have been tempted to 
take part. Now Lineker is the 
subject of a big money offter. 

Tottenham have not denied 
reports in the British press at the 
weekend that talks are under way 
for Lineker, 31 later this month, 
to move to Japanese Toyota- 
backed dub Grampus Eight. 

After Tottenham's 4-1 home 
bounding of Luton, manager Pe- 
ter Shreeves sought to ease fans’ 
concern by saying Lineker, whose 
contract runs until 1993, would 
stay at White Hart Lane for the 
rest of this season at least. 

“My responsibility here at Tot- 
tenham is for training and the 
team. Gary Lineker is currently 
involved in that and will be until 
foe end of the season, without 
any shadow of doubt 

*T want to make that quite 
dear to the fans. Whatever goes 
on after that is a point for discus- 
sion,” Shreeves said. 

Lineker's equaliser in the 1-1 
draw in Poland gave his country a 
place in the European Cham- 
pionship finals. It took his inter- 
national tally to 46, just three 
short of Bobby Chariton’s record. 

Tottenham can thank him for 
19 goals this season. 

The London side’s sixth victory 
of the season, only their second at 
borne, lifted them from 16th to 
11th in the first divison. 

Leeds regained top spot from 
Manchester United with a 2-0 win 
at home to Queen's Park Ran- 
gers. Mel Steriand and Rod Wal- 
lace were their marksmen. 

Manager Howard Wilkinson 
praised his team for their 
perseverance in breaking down a 
side that had not lost in their 
previous six away matches. 

“Both our goals came from set 
pieces. But if you work on these 
things yon get some reward,” be 
said. 

United Manager Alex Fergu- 
son said there was too much 
tension for good football at 
Maine Road where his side were 
held 0-0 by tough-tackling neigh- 
bours Manchester City. 

Former England striker Mark 
Hateley scored twice as Glasgow 
Rangers crushed Airdrie 4-0 to 
stay within a point of Scottish 
premier league leaders Hearts. 

Hearts beat Celtic 3-1. 


PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Jen- 
nifer Capriati overpowered Gab- 
riela Sabatini with her backhand 
passing shots to move into the 
final against top-seeded Monica 
Seles in the Virginia Slims of 
Philadelphia. 

Capriati was a 6-3, 6-4 winner 
of her Saturday semifinal in the 
$350,000 event. Seles readied her 
16th straight final this year with a 
6-1, 6-2 victory over Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario. 

Seles, who needed only 65 mi- 
nates to beat No. 3 Sanchez 
Vicario, has won eight tourna- 
ments in 1991 en route to the 
world’s No. 1 ranking. 

4 It’s amazing,” Seles said. 
“Last year, my goal was to get to 
the semifinals or final of every 
tournament and I've kept that 
with me this year. I've been a 
little lucky ... ” 

Capriati and Seles last met in 
the semifinals at the U.S. Open, 
which Seles won 6-3, 3-6, 7-6. 

*Tm looking forward to play- 
ing Monica,” Capriati said. 

Capriati won the final game of 
the 1 hour, 14-minute match serv- 


Winter 
Olympics 
less than 
90 days 


away 


ALBERTVILLE, 'France (AP) 
— Snow has come early to the 
French Alps, raising hopes that 
the winter Olympics three 
months from now will overcome 
problems ranging from > trans- 
portation woes to budget over- 
runs. 

The controversial, over- 
bndgeted bobsled run is ready. 
The pro mis ed new highways, fi- 
nanced by tolls, are open. 

At Val dTsere and Meribel, 
sites of the Alpine skiing events, 
a layer of snow lies under the 
rust-coloured trees. 

For Jean-Oande Killy, the last 
day of the Olympics — Feb. 23 — 
will mark the end of a dream that 
started more than 10 yeans ago 
when he and Michel Banner, the 
deputy of the Savoy region, de- 
ciffed to launch a tad for the 1992 
winter Olympics. 

In 1986, the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) gave 
foe winter games to Albertville. 

Mr. Killy quit at one point after 
local officials protested changes 
in some of the venues. But he 
came back as co-president of the 
organising committee. 

The initial bmfget of 2.9 billion 
francs ($360 million at the time) 
has increased by about 33 per 
cent. The locals are still quibbling 
over foe environmental 
to the area. 


Japanese wins Tokyo Marathon 


TOKYO (AP) — Mari Tanigawa 
of Japan caught up with the lead- 
ers with five kilometres left to win 
foe 13th Tokyo International 
Women’s Marathon by 25 
seconds Sunday, ahead of two 
Soviet runners. 


ign runners also faded. It was my 
dream to win a full marathon,” 


The 29-year-old Tanigawa 
finished in 2 hours, 31 minutes, 
27 seconds for the 42.195 
kilometres through Tokyo 
streets. 


“I ran as I had planned. I ran at 
my pace through the first 30 
kilometres. Then I charged. Of 
course, it was very hard for me 
but the pace of the leading fore- 


said Tanigawa, who scored her 
first triumph in eight attempts. 

Valentina Egorova finished 
second in 2:31:52, followed by 
Soviet compatriot Lyubov Kloch- 
ko, the 1989 Tokyo champion, in 
2:32.28. 

Maria Ferreira of Portugal was 
fourth in 2:33 JO and Japan’s 
Hiromi Hayashi came next in 
. 2:35.16. 

Sixth was pre-race favourite 
Aurora Cunha of Portugal, foe 
Tokyo champion in 1988 and 
winner of Chicago Marathon in 
1990. She finished in 2:36:29. 
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East-West 

deals. 


vulnerable. 


NORTH 

4AKQ10 

V 6 

0QJXO6 

* A K J 10 

WEST EAST 

* J 0 * 7 3 

f AKQ108 76432 
0X972 0 AS 

*Q3 *86542 

SOUTH 

* 0 8 5 4 2 

7 J 9 7 

0 8 4 3 

*9 7 
The bidding: 

West North East South 

17 DM 2 7 Pass 

Pan DM Pan 2 * 

Pan 4 * Pan Pan 

Pan 

Opening lead: King of 7 
Times have changed. Many years 
ago player* cited as gospeL “Never 
lead away from a king.'* We know of 
a defender who, forced to paunch the 
attack and looking at all four kings, 
refused to get the game started! 
Nowadays, when an aggressive 
opening lead is required, most ex- 
perts wiB prefer to lead away from a 
king than from many "safer” 


holdings. 

Nate North’s second double. 
Since Ms first double was for take- 
out and South had not yet spoken, 
the second double is still for takeout. 
Once a spade fit was located. North 
needed so little from partner to 
make game that the jump to four 
spades cannot be faulted. 

West led the king of hearts, and 
the sight of dummy brought little 
warmth to the cockles of the defend- 
ers’ hearts. Obviously there were no 
tricks to be bad in trumps, and the 
fact that the queen of chibs was 
destined to drop meant no tricks 
from that suit either. 

If the contract could be defeated, 
the defenders were going to need 
three tricks from the diamond suit. ' 
Since declarer was missing at most i 
the ace-king of the suit, the third 
trick would have to come from a. 
defensive ruff. Only one lie of the 
cards offered any chance of that— 
East would have to hold specifically 
a doubleton ace of diamonds. 

Having worked that out. West 
wasted do time, shifting at trick two 
to a low diamond. East rosa with the 
ace, returned the suit to partner's 
king , and a diamond continuation 
permitted East to ruff for the set- 
ting trick. 


mg at love. 

Capriati hit two cross-court 
passing shots, a lob that Sahafmi 
tried to stab with the top of her 
racket, and a return down foe 
right sideline on match point to 
win. 

Sabatini, 21, the second seed, 
attacked the net to break Capriati 
twice in the first set. But after 
that, her volleying attack 
vanished as she sought to ontduel 
Capriati on the base hue. 

After losing her first game, 
Capriati won three straight, 
breaking Sabatini twice as the 
latter double-faulted and Capriati 
hit blistering backhand shots. 

Sabatini rallied to tie the set at 
3-3, but Capriati attacked from 
the baseline and ran off the last 
three games to take the set in 39 
minutes. 

Capriati broke Sabatini ’s serve 
at 2-2 in the second set with a 
deuce game that ended with 
another backhand passing shot on 
the line. 

Capriati then went up 5-3 as 
Sabatini twice hit backhands into 
foe net and committed unforced 


errors. 

“I didn’t come to the net too 
much because of the strength of 
her hitting,” Sabatini said. “I 
played too much on the defence.” 

Capriati said she has learned 
bow to play Sabatini. “I played 
her before and lost to her a few 
times, but now Pm beginning to 
beat her because I think I know 
bow to play her and I'm getting 
used to. her game.” 

Sanchez Vicario, No. 5 in foe 
world but 0-7 in her career 
against Seles, had lost her serve 
five times in 27 games in the 
tournament before facing Seles, 
who needed only seven games to 
equal that number. 

Seles, who triumphed at the 
U.S., French and Australian 
Opens but missed Wimbledon 
because of injury to cost her a 
chance at the Grand Slam, won 
the first nine points of the match, 
breaking Sanchez Vicario at love 
in foe second game, on her way to 
a 3-0 lead. 

Sanchez Vicario earned four 
break points in foe fifth game. 


and had a chance to get back into 
the match, but she could not take 
advantage of them and Seles held 
her serve when the 19-year-okl 
Spaniard hit a forehand shot 
tong. 

Seles needed only one break 
point to take a 5-1 lead in foe next 
game on a service return winner 
and fought off two break points 
to win the set when Sanchez 
Vkario’s foot hit die let cord and 
bounced onto her side of foe 
court 

In the second set, Sanchez 
Vicario lost her serve to fall 
behind 2-1 but used a backhand 
passing foot to break right back. 

She could not maintain the 
momentum, however, hitting a 
forehand foot long to lose her 
service in the next game and 
blowing two break points as Seles 
held for a 4-2 lead. ' 

Seles recorded her final service 
break on another forehand foot 
that went long, one of Sanchez 
Vicario’s 31 unforced errors, and 
won the match in the next game 
in foe same way. 


Maleeva wins her 3rd Indy title 


INDIANAPOLIS (R) — Kater- 
ina Maleeva of Bulgaria defeated 
unseeded American Audra Kel- 
ler 7-6 6-2 to win foe $150,000 
Jell-O Tennis Classic for the third 
time. 

The top-seeded Maleeva, the 
1988 and 1989 angles champion 
here, went through foe 32-player 
indoor tournament without losing 
a set to lift her confidence ahead 
of next week’s $3 milli on Virginia 
Slims Championships in New 
York. 

Keller, who began her year on 
foe secondary satellite c ir c ui t, 
knocked off fourth-seeded Radka 


Zrobakova of Czechoslovakia 
and seventh-seeded Patty Fen- 
dick this week to reach her first 
professional final . 

Despite the 127 world ranking 
places separating the two final- 
ists, the 138-ranked Keller kept 
pace with Maleeva in the 
hard-hitting groundstroke rallies 
of the first set, which had no 
service breaks. . 

Keller used her strong first 
serve to turn back three break 
points in foe dramatic seventh 
game of the first set, which had 
six deuces. 

In the pivotal first-set tiebreak. 


Maleeva’s patience forced Keller 
into three uncharacteristic 
groundstroke errors as the top 
seed took the last six points to 
win it 7-1. The Bulgarian had the 
only service breaks of the second 
set. 


“1 think the first set tiebreak 
decided the match,” said 
Maleeva, who earned $27,000. 
“There are so many good players 
ranked from 100 to 200, so I am 
not surprised this match was 
dose. Women's tennis has many 
players who can reach finak of 
tournaments like this.” 


SYDNEY (R) — American 
1 hopes of challenging boxing rivals 
Cuba and foe Soviet Union were 
dealt another blow Sunday when 
three of their 12-man squad suf- 
fered surprise losses at the World 
Amateur Championships. 

Five of the team have now 
been eimrinated In the p re tim i n - 
ary bouts while the Cubans have 
won all 10 of their fights and 
remain on course to claim more 
than half the medals on offer. 

The first American casualty on 
foe championships’ third day was 
Oscar De la Hoya, a strong pros- 
pect for a medal in the light- 
weight (60 kg) dhnskrin. 

De la Hoya, United States 
featherweight (50 kg) ebampwam 
1990 and 1991, went down by 17 
points to 13 to German Marko 
Rudolph and blamed poor timing 
for bis loss. 

“My conditioning was good... 
but my timing was off,” De la 
Hoya said. “But I thought I 
scored more jabs than the judges 
gave me credit for.” 

It was De La Hoya's first de- 
feat in international competition 
since 1987 and was followed by 
compatriot Sean Fletcher’s heavy 
defeat on points by Thailand's 


Paulanc Foontharat in the ban- 
tamweight division. 

De la Hoya, 18 from Los 
Angeles, said defeat had not hurt 
his ambition of winning gold at 
'next year’s Olympics. 

“My dream is the Olympic gold 
and that’s still alive, this loss has 
taken a lot of pressure off me,” 
be said. 

Ught-middleweight (71 kg) 
Raul Marquez, a bronze medal- 
list in the welterweight division at 
the last championships in 1969, 
made it a trio of American losses 
when he was outpointed 27 to 17 
by Norwegian Ole Klemetsen. 

The only bright spot for the 
Americans was the form of cur- 
rent world amateur champion 
light-flyweight (48 kg) Eric Grif- 
fon who easily outpointed his 


South Korean opponent Cho 
Dong-Bum by 48 to 18. 

Gnffen, who missed out on an 
Olympic medal in Seoul when he 
was sent home after testing posi- 
tive for marijuana, remains 
America’s best hope of gold in 
these championships. 

The formidable Cubans mar-, 
died on undefeated, their latest 
victory coining in the light- 
flyweight division when Rogclio 
Marcelo beat Domenic Filane of 
Canada who was disqualified in 
the second round. 

The Soviet team also added to 
Saturday’s successes with three 
wins. Eugeny Zykoy looking the 
most impressive in the welter- 
weight (67 kg) division when he 
stopped South Korean Chun Jin- 
Qiul in the third round. 


Kaiserslautern fails to go top 


BONN (R) — German cham- 
pions Kaiserslautern blew a 
chance to go top of the Btmdesh- 
ga Saturday with a surprise 1-0 
defeat at bottom-placed Fortuna 
Duesseldorf. 

Sven Demandt struck the only 
goal four minutes into foe second 
half „ 


Guido Hoffmann went dosest 
to an equaliser after 58 minutes 
but hit a post. 

Eintracht Frankfurt remained 
top, one point ahead of VFB 
Stuttgart, Kaiserslautern and 
Borussia Dortmund resp e cti vely, 
despite a 1-0 defeat at Werder 
Bremen Friday. 


WHAT WOULD 
YOU SAY IF I 
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Sampras; 
Courier 
reach 
ATP final 


3 more Americans knocked out 
of World Boxing Championships 


FRANKFURT (AP) — Pete 
Sampras, playing what he said 
were the two best sets of his 
career, beat Ivan Lendl, and Jim 
Courier ousted defending cham- 
pion Andre Agassi Saturday to 
reach the finals of the ATP Tour 
World Championships. 

It will be the first all- American 
final since 1979, when John 
McEnroe beat Arthur Ashe. 

Sampras used a powerful serve 
and volley game to beat Lendl 
6-2, 6-3. 

Courier, coming off a big sea- 
son that has seen him jump to 
No. 2 in world rankings, beat 
Agassi 6-3, 7-5. 

After a season in which he won 
only two titles, Agassi will drop 
to 10th in world rankings, his 
lowest since 1988. 

ATP officials first said Agassi 
would fell below 10th, but later 
corrected the statistics. 

Courier, the top seed, broke 
Agassi for a 4-2 lead and went on 
to serve out the first set. 

Agassi broke Conner for a 4-2 
lead in the second, but Courier 
broke back in the next game and 
gained the derisive break in the 
11th game. Agassi hit a smash 
deep into the comer, but Courier 
readied it and returned it to the 
opposite side. Agassi hit the ball 
wide. 

Courier is now 4-4 against 
Agassi, but has won the last three 
encounters, including the final of 
the French Open this year. 

He reached the final in his first 
appearance in foe event 

“I went in for the big shots at 
foe right moment and they went 
in for me,” Cornier said. “Every- 
thing kind of docked at the right 
time.” 

Agassi said Courier did not 
[day great tennis, “but be played 1 
really well at the right time.” 

Sunday's final will be a dash of 
styles, with Courier a baseliner 
■and Sampras a serve and volley 
specialist. 

“Pete is playing darn well and ; 
Tm playing well too. Fm going to 1 
have to serve well,” Courier said. 

Sampras, at 20 the youngest 
man in the last four, beat Lendl, 
foe oldest at 31, in just 68 mi- 
nutes. . 

Lendl, making his 12th appear- 
ance in foe season-ending event 
which he has won five times, was 
the only unbeaten player in group 
play to reach the semifinals. He I 
had not dropped a set. j 

But he seemed helpless against 
the powerful Sampras. 

“These were probably the two 
best sets I’ve ever played,” said 
Sampras, foe 1990 U.S. Open 
Champion. 

“I was serving well, I was 
returning unbelievably, when you 
are that confident you just go for 
it.” 

Lendl said, “be couldn't do 
anything wrong. Eveiything he 
touched was good. Every time he 
needed a big first serve, he made 
it.” 

Sampras, seeded forth, broke 
Lendl twice to win the first set 
and raced to a 5-0 lead in the 
second before Lendl staged a 
brief comeback. 
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FORECAST FOR MONDAY NOVEMBER 18, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. CarroH Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Put 
into effect new systems and 
methods that wiQ make your work 
and daily chores easier to do. Show 
your contacts that you are willing 
to really serve the best interest of 
all concerned. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You fold that whether doing for 
yourself or others you can make 
some big mistakes or get yomseif 
in a jam from which it is difficult to 
get out 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You now find that yon want a good 
time but there are too many press- 
ing duties cm this day to permit the 
taking of any chances at all. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Whatever brings out the gypsy in 
you should be sternly controlled 
today when it is necessary you 
think in terms of how you can aid 
your family. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Start the week right by the 
care you exert within yourself to 
avoid anything reckless whether it 
be in acddendal or argumentative 
lack of control. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Now 
you have the need to be most 
careful about your money and 
property and it is essential that you 
do wipe out unnecessary expenses 
and balance your own balance. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You certainly need to tie your- 
self down to the projects at hand 
and to refrain from going off an 
any tangents or making any de- 
mands on others. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You have so many Etde thing s 
to get in order as tins new week ' 
opens that you would be wise to 
take it easy and carefully plan i 
efimmatmg chores that bore you. j 

SCORPIO-. (October 23 to Nave®. ! 
ber 21) Your interest in sou® ! 
social advancement or interest ! 
should await a better lime wbda 
others are more willing to do what ' 
you would like and make it easier 
for you. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to ! 
December 21) This time begins 
with some civic or worldly duty 1 
that does not please you but its , 
necessary to do it so why waste any 

time but get it in back of you.' . 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 jp 
January 20) Now you are aUe-io 
see what you need to do in order® 
rid yourself of the dreary drudgery 
you have and to make everything 
more interesting. r.m 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You have obligations that 
are a pain in the neck but tftty 
must be done sometime that yad 
am be dm m e gui o m Aquaria »£? 
get of with fascinating persons. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Thai partner you would fike Eg 
see and some mutual mat: 

ter is in no mood for discussion aid 
anyway you yourself have ideas wA 
really helpful now. ■..* 

■ r> 


.... 

s*® "7 
-■ - i 


“The stars impel, they do not 
compel. " What yoa make of your 
life is largely op to you. ^ 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 





1 hate it when my shorts 
ride up like that.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME • 
9 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to I arm 
four ordinary words. 


WOYNS 


LUGYL 


GROFER 


PINELP 


SHE WAS ALWAYS 
SURE TO KEEP 
A SECRET 


Now arrange the circled totters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) . 

Jumbles: FLAKE MAXIM VANITY HANGAR 
Answer In politics this Is where the "paths of glory” -j 
might lead— TO THE "GRAVY’ 1 . . _ 


THE Daily Crossword byi . Miller 


ACROSS 
1 Ardent 
S Campus areas 
10 Droops 

14 Home of 
Columbus 

15 Not abridged 

16 Field yield 

17 Stumpier 'a 
statement 

18 Organic 
compound 

18 Sunscreen 
additive 

20 Sky*™ sights 
22 Nut 

24 EB's school 

25 At the pinnacle 

28 Dick Grayson's 
alter ego 

29 vnaJrous 
34 First game 
38 Anger 

37 Sue — Langdon 

38 BuKding section 

39 Worship 

41 Recipe word 

42 Remnant 

43 Tater 

44 FirabaH 

48 Laid waste to 

49 TV’s MS White 

50 Risque 

51 Augury 

53 Den purchase 
56 Intermitten tl y 
60 Baldwin of 
“Miami Blues'' 
81 Persian Gulf 



eiggi Titan mkh semen, toe. 
A* Right* nonfood 


7 Treads the 
boards 
Sowed 
9 Trick 

10 Shrimp dish 

11 Woody's boy 

12 Thug 

13 Exceeded the 


lGHLuEE 


63 A Gardner 
84 Ratchet 

65 Beneath 

66 Sormy Shroyer 
role 

67 Aspect 

68 Impudent 

69 Basiss 


B Ml PCIME S 0E BEMJUQNr 
tttT.EDT0MMEMS8MCE.NG. 


DOWN 

1 Courts 

2 "Cat on — Tn 
Root- 

3 Ready to eat 

4 Shuffling along 

5 Subdue 

6 Invisible 


21 Sheet of stamps 
23 Knowledge 

25 At a rtstance 

26 Used oars 

27 Put in one’s two 
cents 

28 Refracts 

30 Disintegrate 

31 Ukesome 
COOKtBS 

32 Affiance 

33 5awflkepart 
35 Greedy 

40 import tax 

41 Unlucky bus 
riders 

43 Bridge coup 
45Lavei 


nnnrara ncnn nnnn 
nnnnn nonn noon 
nnnnn onno 
nonnntnnn^n nrnnn 
nnnn mnnnnn 
nnnnnn nnrjnn 
rcnnn nrann nranrir; 
nnnnnnn Rnnnnnn 
rammorn nnnn nnnin 
nnnnn nnmrann 
nnnnnni rcnnn 
nnnn Ronnfnnnnnn 
nnnn mniRrj nnnnn 
nonn nrnmn nnmnn 
nnnn nnnn Finnnn 


47 Delphi denteen 

48 Recipients 

52 Lead to the attar 

53 Fools 

54 Soviet range 

55 Lascivious 


56 Auto pioneer .r 

57 Sarah — Jewett 

58 Stream forth 

59 Actor 
Parker .. .. . 

82 One — mflBon 
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.^Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
in: (November 11 -November 15, 1991) 

IP ■ 

| AMMAN ■ Negative factors collaborated to produce an unfavourable 
‘ j*pek for the dollar from start to finish. On die American front, U.S. 

Sg#aoaac dara were worse dun expected, and New York stock prices 
i j a n ose- tnve Friday, while on the German front, expectations of a 
> ri* m interest rates strengthened die mark and fimhw nmWm^ rh^ 
j dcffinvThe U.S. cmreucy, thus, ended the week an average of 1.45 per 
; cqd lower a g a in s t European currencies and 0.80 per cent lower against 
the yen. 

■■ sub d u ed trading Monday, doe to holidays in the U.S. and 

t &«ropean centres, the mark was co n ad cra biy strong, reflecting 

auwvdy on the dollar. The strengthening of the German unit was 

- to ^MPments by a Bundesbank official that the bank may have 
to' ra ise ra tes to keep mflatkary pressures under control. The German 

- 8 OTenu P e ot ^ on the other hud, finally decided on its investment laws, 

■ exempting foreigners from a 25 per cent tax on interest income, while 

■ keeping secrecy rules in banking operations intact The dollar thus 
; ended at what was to be its highest dosmg levels of the week against the 

• yea and some European currencies, dosing at 130.09 yen to the dollar 
. and $1.7690 to the pound 

; .^Tuesday w it nessed a dollar rebound against the mark, after the U.S. 

. Txtssmy undersecretary was quoted as saying prevailing exchange 
,( fetes have been consistent with the fandam^ntak xhk encouraged 
K jjadets to cover short dollar positions adopted earlier on. The U.S. ™ft 
‘ closed at its highest for the week against the mark at 1.6401 marks 

• fo the doOar. 

| The doBar’s dedme accelerated during the second half of the week 
; Adder the a cc u m n lated pressure of several factors. Expectations of a 
; decr ease in yea interest rates weakened the yen Wednesday, which in 
J thftr pressured the U.S. currency against its European counterpart, 
despite a 0.7 per cent rise in October’s producer prices in the U.S. The 
1 dollar dropped even farther Thursday as the U.S. cossnmer price index 
1 was reported to have risen by a mere 0.1 per cent in October, while 
; retail sales declined by 0.1 per cent. 

t The U.S. mote retreated sharply just before the New York dose 
Friday. The major factor that triggered the drop was the sudden 120 
j points deefine of the Dow Jones industrial average. This laH the effect 
j of" discouraging 'many traders from holding dollar positions. Other 
i factors also added to the deefine. Proposals to cap U.S. crctfit rates 
arou sed fears that If adopted, the measures might exacerbate die 
masting credit crunch as banks ration credit to less credit worthy 
^customers. In addition, October’s industrial prodnetion remained 
, unchanged from the previous month, which was seen as yet another sign 
of a faltering U.S. economic recovery. Meanwhile, fears of Uglier 
German interest rates were once again revived by comments by the 
, Bundesbank preside nt ., emphasizing that two per cent inflation remians 
; a medium term key goal, as compared to the prevailling rate of four per 

• cent. The mark thus ended the week higher against die Japanese and 

- British rate, dosing at 79.90 yea to the mark and at 2.8900 marks lo the 
pound oeriing, compared to die previous week’s dosing levels of 79.19 

r yen to the mark and 2£056 marks to the pound stating. 

Expectations for this week remain mixed, as technical and fun- 
. damcntal analyses diverge. Some traders see the dollar as rising 
temporarily oo profit-taking, while others maintain that a drop to 1.60 

■ marks to the dollar is the more likely scenario. 


I New York Goring Kates four Major Currencies Against the 
• UJL DoOar 


LSD P*r STG 


J Euro-Currency Interest Katas' 


Currency 


U.S. Dollar 


Sterling Pound 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen 


Cutial Bank of 



6.28 5.62 6.28 |5. 65 


r'rtrdlne I .J*. JMtars I.OW.MWor eqnnafcnl. 


Exchange Katas Bulletin 


16 / 11/91 




Prices of cigarettes 
go up in Algeria 


World Bank official examines effects 
of AIDS on Third World economies 


ALGIERS (R) — Algerian 
smokers most pay up to 57 per 
cent more for a packet of 
cigarettes. 

The prices of tobacco, 
cigarettes and matches went up 
Saturday between 8.5 per cent 
and 57 per cent, the third such 
round of increases this year. 

A packet of Algeria’s most 
popular cigarettes, Afras, rose 
from 750 dinars (33 cents) 1 to 
11 JO dinais (52 cents). 

The government said Sunday 
the rises reflected higher costs of 
imported tobacco, wood and pap- 
er and the recent devaluation of 
the dinar. 

Meanwhile, parliament began 
debating ambitious measures to 
attract foreign investment in 
Algeria’s oil, gas mineral wealth. 

The new laws would allow fore- 


ign companies — now limited to 
searching for and exploiting new 
deposits — to share in the de- 
velopment of existing energy re- 
serves and mines. 

Energy Minister Noixtine Ait 
Laoussine hopes the opening of 
the oil and gas sectors will bring 
$14 billion in new foreign invest- 
ment to Algeria over the next 10 
years. 

The measures will also allow 
private Algerian companies to be 
formed to prospect for miner als 
and develop them in partnership 
with the state. 

Algeria earns most of its fore- 
ign revenue from ofl and gas. 

Output totals some 30 milli on 
tonnes a year but recovery rates 
are said to be only 20 per cent 
because of obsolete technology 
and poor iqaintenance. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
spread of AIDS is hurting busi- 
ness in the Third World and may 
hold down incomes in the long 
ran, a World Bank official said. 

She urged that in addition to 
looking at the human cost of the 
disease, AIDS also be examined 
for what it does and will do to 
people's livelihoods. 

“Replacement and retraining 
costs in hard-hit industries are 
already beginning to escalate,” 
wrote Jill Armstrong of the 
bank’s Eastern Africa Depart- 
ment. 

She said that by 2000 there may 

be 40 millio n people infected with 

tiie virus, generating one million 
new AIDS cases a year. Over 
900,000 of those will be in Africa, 
she added. 

“AIDS is already the leading 


pmw of adult death in Abidjan, 
and about 20 per cent of adults in 
Kampala are infected,” she went 
on. 

Abidjan, capital of the Ivory 
Coast, has over a million people. 
Kampala, half its size, is tile 
capital of Uganda. 

“The current trend among 
high-risk groups in Thailand and 
India is particularly datui bng," 
she said. 

TUneas slows down productiv- 
ity, boosting medical costs and 
death benefits, she pointed out. 
She said that in the run the 
growth of average output may be 
slowed. 

Average output — roughly the 
same as average income — bas 
grown slowly in Africa over re- 
cent years and has actually de- 
clined in some countries. The 


Governor of New York says stock 
market fall reflects crippled economy 


CHARLESTON, South Carolina 
(Agencies) — New York Gov- 
ernor Mario Cuomo, who is mull- 
ing a bid for the presidency, said 
Saturday that Friday’s foil in the 
stock market shows the economy 
is “crippled in a fundamental 
way” and requires urgent help 
from President George Bush and 




“The president and the Con- 
gress should sit down and make a 
real national economic growth 
plan," Mr. Cuomo told a confer- 
ence of business executives. 

On Friday, the Dow Jones in- 
dustrial average, which measures 
the performance of Wall Street 
blue chip stocks, fell 120 points, 
its biggest drop in two years. 

Mr. Bush told reporters Satur- 
dy that the stock market’s fun- 
damentals were all right and 
“there’s no reason to get all 
concerned” about the decline. 

But Mr. Cuomo said the drop 
served notice to both Mr. Bosh 
and Congress that official assur- 
ances the economy was emerging 
from a cyclical downturn were no 
longer credible. 

“Here are all the parties in the 
land and all the power in the land 
saying to all the people in the 
land, 'don't worry, we’ll be back 
next year." 

The stock market heard it and 
said, ‘oh yeah we don't believe 
you,” Mr. Cuomo said. 

“It should be 'a turning point, ” 
Mr. Cuomo added, saying it 
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should persuade the White House 
and Congress to admit the eco- 
nomy’s problems are severe and 
need a coordinated plan to spur 
growth. 

Mr. Cuomo said it was “be- 
coming dear that this recession 
which Washington first denied, 
then ignored, then said had en- 
ded, now says will end soon” is 
causing fear and pain for the 
unemployed and requires a 

^Mr^cluomo, who said he was 
“still gathering facts” on whether 
to seek the Democratic presiden- 
tial nomination in 1992, said be 
would like to see “an investment- 
led recovery.” 

He said that would indude 
higher capital gains taxes on pro- 
fits from securities and real estate 
deals for people earning over 
$200,000 annually but tax reduc- 
tions on longer-term gains for 
investments made over a period 
of a year or longer. 

In addition, the tax credit for 
research and development spend- 
ing could be raised to 30 per cent, 
be suggested. 

The Federal Reserve Board, 
tiie nation's central bank, could 
purchase $20 billion to $25 billion 
of. stocks in U.S. banks to boost 
their" liquidity, Mr. Cuomo said. 

Financial analysts, explaining a 
reason for the Wall Street sell- 
off. said stock traders were wor- 
ried about the nation's economy 
after a week of unsettling govern- 
ment reports. Concern about the 
pressure Mr. Bush and Congress 
were exerting on banks to lower 
the rate of interest they charge on 
credit cards, also took a toll on 
tiie market, analysts said. 

Economists say that reduction 
in credit card interest rates could 
impair profits at already troubled 
U.S. banks and may lead banks 
to be more selective in offering 
cards, leaving some consumers 
less able to buy goods on credit. 

Mr. Bush launched the credit 
card rate discussion Tuesday in a 
speech in New York, saying low- 
er credit card rates were needed 
to stimulate consumer confidence 
in the economy. 

But when Congress reacted 


MUSICAL PRODUCTION 

The Amman Baccalaureate School Performing Arts 
Department invites you to a performance of the 
Musical Production 

“The Wiz” 

Performances will be held at the ABS Theatre on 
Nov. 19, 20 and 21, starting promptly at 7:00 p.m. 

Tickets are JD4 each and are aval labia In.advanca by 
telephoning the school on 845572 


Cinema 


Tel: 634144 



‘SOMERSAULT TIME* PLAY 

Starring ‘Abu Awwad Family 
After the great success it achieved 
continues its shows daily 
at &30 p.m. 

Please buy your tickets in advance 



with proposals mandating lower 
rates, the White House back- 
tracked and said it opposed feder- 
al mandates. 

Mr. Bush has said he believes 
the country is coming out of a 
recession that began in July 1990, 
though government economic re- 
ports have not indicated the re- 
covery has gained a great deal of 
momentum. 

The White House, anticipating 
that the sluggish economy will be 
the mam theme of next year's 
presidential election, sought to 
put a brave face on the past 
week's economic reports that 
showed industrial prodnetion un- 
changed last month, retail sales 
down slightly and first time an- 
empfoyment claims up. 

Mr. Bosh said Friday he was 
pleased that some U.S. banks had 
heeded his call to reduce credit 
card interest rates and urged 
others to follow suit, but the 
White House said it was strongly 
opposed to legal limits. . 

Mr. Bush believes that a volun- 
tary reduction of rates charged 
users of so-called “plastic 
money” will help restore consum- 
er confidence and give a tonic to 
die Slnggjsh U.S. economy.'' 

In a speech- to business traders, 
be reiterated that be would resist 
quick fixes like an election-year 
tax cut to get the economy mov- 
ing. 

Mr. Bosh appealed for- lower 
credit card interest rates, and 
ATT announced the next day that 
it was cutting its univereal credit 


card rate from 17.4 to 16.4 per 
cent. 

“Earlier this week, I called for 
lower credit card rates to take 
some of the sting out of consumer 
debt, and Pm pleased to see some 
banks responding,” Mr. Bosh 
said. 

“Frankly, I hope more will 
follow suit to provide consumer 
confidence and give this economy 
a little kick,” he added. 

While pressing for lower credit 
card rates, the president is 
opposed to a Senate proposal to 
limit these rates to four per cent 
more than the U.S. Internal Re- 
venue Service (IRS) charges de- 
linquent taxpayers. 

At the current IRS rate, credit 
card issuers could charge a max- 
imum of 14 per cent under the 
proposal. 

The Senate attached the prop- 
osal to its version of banking 
reform legislation by a vote of 
79-to-14 and House of Repre- 
sentatives speaker Thomas Foley 
said Thursday that the House was 
likely to pass a smfliar measure 
this week. 

Meanwhile, bankers fighting a 
proposed law that would cap cre- 
dit card i nterest rates say they 
carit make money if forced to 
charge 14 per emit, or even 16 per 
cent 

But other interest rates haven’t 
been tins low in years, if not 
decades, so what’s keeping credit 
cards at a national average of 
more than 18 per cent? 


Yeltsin widens reforms 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin, seeking to insulate 
his giant Russian republic from 
economic chaos gripping the 
Soviet Union, is taking steps to 
establish firm control over the 
levers of central economic power. 

In a series of decrees issued 
late Saturday, Mr. Yeltsin served 
notice that Russia was ready to 
plough ahead with tactical reform 

— largely on its own terms. 

The orders indude Russian au- 
thority over money printing 
presses on its territory — key to 
controlling the runaway rouble — 
and the takeover of property of 
former central ministries and 
most of the responsibility for 
foreign trade. 

“By Dec. 10, h is planned to 
create a set of measures to defend 
the interests of the Russian Fed- 
eration in regard to the intentions 
of former union republics to for 
traduce their own cmrendes^” 
said one decree, echoing a com- 
mon theme. 

Other key elements of the 
package set full Russian control 
over its reserves of gold, di- 
amonds, precious stones and oil 

— inducting restrictions on oO 
exports to guarantee adequate 


A three bedroom villa exclusively furnished west of Amman — ■ 
minutes from AC.S. - A.B.S- English School. Available for sale, a 
two door Chrysler Le Baron, diplomatic plates plus all options. 

Please call 845234 


Villa For An nual Rent 

Furnished or Unfurnished. 

Located at Prince Flashed Qtr. Near the Royal Automobile Club 
& the American School. 

3 bedrooms, a small bedroom, 3 bathrooms, 2 sitting rooms, 
dining room, dining comer. Garden and 2 open garages. 

TeL: 815808 


For Sale In The Free Zone 

Old Milwaukee Beer. 

Pis. call tel. 655868, 
from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m» 


bank - estimated it as $790 in tiie 
Ivory Coast and $250 in Uganda 
in 1989, the latest year for which 
figures are available. 

She predicted a multiplier 
effect because AIDS affects 
young people at their most pro- 
ductive ages, with unertiy stu- 
dents at increasing risk. Their loss 
means a waste of education in 
countries where well trained peo- 
ple are in short supply and places 
in universities are hard to get, she 
noted. 

Ms. Armstrong saw form areas, 
where most Africans live, as li- 
able to be affected because family 
members who might otherwise be 
woTkfog in the fields must care 
for patients. Money normally 
spent on fertilizer and pesticides 
win go fur medical treatment 
Women and children are 


most vulnerable as contacts be- 
tween the sexes becomes the 
main way in which AIDS is trans- 
mitted, she added. 

She said evidence from Africa 
showed that women are more 
likely to be infected than men, 
and at an earlier age. 

“The implications are quite se- 
rious, given that in many de- 
veloping countries — particularly 
in Africa — women are not only 
the main providers of care but 
also the ones largely responsible 
for food production, agricultural 
labour and the raising of chil- 
dren,” she said. 

Ms. Armstrong reported esti- 
mates that population growth will 
be cut by a half to a whole 
percentage point in the worst 
affected countries over the next 
20 years. 


Pakistan puts out 
the welcome mat 
for foreign investors 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistan 
plans to cash in on a year of 
economic reform at its first big 
international investor conference 
this week which it hopes will lead 
to deals worth up to $13 billion. 

Total industrial investment in 
Pakistan rose 66 per cent between 
December 1990 and September 
over the same period last year, 
but most of that was generated at 
home. 

Now the gover n ment is target- 
ing foreign invest- 
ment and has drawn more than 
700 prospective foreign and 
Pakistani investors to Islamabad 
for a three-day conference start- 
ing Monday. 

.Conference organisers say 
firms looking for places to invest 
and those looking for a joint 
venture partner will have about 
200 industrial projects worth $1.3 
billion to look at. 

The government argues that its 
reforms have drastically altered 
tiie investment m Pakis- 

tan and put it on a par with the 
economic tigers of South Fm* 
Asia. 

But it will have to overcome 
international perceptions that 
Pakistan is racked by law and 
order problems, saddled with a 
poorly educated workforce and 
bad infrastructure, a government 
official said. 

“I would say the government 


has embarked on a series of very 
courageous economic reforms,” 
said Ghassan El Rifoi, vice presi- 
dent of con fer ence cosponsors, 
the Multilateral Investment 
Guarantee Agency (MIGA), a. 
World Bank affiliate. 

“The economic reforms have- 
created a certain environment.. 
that is conducive and attractive,” . 
be told reporters at the weekend. 

Since coming to power a year 
ago, the right-wing government, 
of Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif 
has pushed through a package of 
industrial and financial reforms 
designed to ensure Pakistan in- 
dustrialises as quickly as possible. 

Pakistan’s first industrialist 
leader, Mr. Sharif moved fast to 
largely abolish foreign exchange 
and licensing controls, and offer 
investors a series of tax holidays 
and customs concessons to come* 
to Pakistan. 

Though the reforms have won 
wide praise, Western economists 
say the government still has to do 
more, particularly in switching its 
tariff structure to counter a bias 
against exports and in favour of 
import substitution. 

“I think that Pakistan’s only 
hope to foster investment, and I 
do not think it matters whether it 
is foreign or domestic, is going to 
take a building of confidence over 
a long time through wise poli- 
cies,” one senior economist said. 


domestic supplies for winter. 

At the heart of the decree, 
which made no reference to Mr. 
Yeltsin’s planned freeing of 
prices, lies the defence of Rus- 
sia's wealth from continued drain 
into the other republics of what 
many here now rail “the former 
Soviet Union.” 

Mr. Yeltsin also loosened res- 
trictions on foreign trade and 
gave all Russian citizens tiie right 
to open band currency accounts. 

In a direct challenge to the 
Soviet state bank Gosbank, Mr. 
Yeltsin decreed: “Rouble rates 
against foreign currency, estab- 
lished by the state bank of the 
USSR, are not valid on the terri- 
tory of the Russian Federation.” 

Hard curency deductions and 
import and export taxes imposed 
by Soviet authorities, incnKfing 
President Mikhail Gorbachev, 
would be cancelled from Jan. 1, 
1992. 

C ompanie s, which must now 
sell part of their foreign currency 
revenues to the Soviet state batik, 
would have to sell it to Russia, 
giving the republic its own cur- 
rency reserves. These could be 
used to service foreign debt and 
pay for imports. 


Consists of 3 bedrooms, salon, dining room, sitting room, 
kitchen, bathroom with central heating. 

Location: Abdoun. 

Call teL: 632981 — Amman. 


CAR FOR SALE 

1987 Austin Montego 2 Ltr for sale. Tax unpaid. Sealed 
bids to British Embassy not later than 1 December 1991. 
Car can be viewed by arrangement. 

Tel.: 823100 Ext 211 


SECRETARY REQUIRED^ 

A multinational company is looking for an execu- 
tive secretary with the following qualifications for 
its office in Amman: 

☆ Ability to run the office in the absence of the 
managers. 

☆ Has an excellent command of the English i 
language. 

☆ Can use a P.C. 

If Interested, send your C.V. to: 

P.O. Box 708 
Amman, Jordan 

AH MppUcatioas wM be treated canfidentiaBy. 


In Abdoun Hear 5th Circle 

3 bedrooms (one master), sitting & dining room. 2 baths, central 
antenna, central heating and garage. 

For Information please call 816247 


WANTED 

A small family consisting of three people needs a Filipina 
or Sri Lankan maid, holding a visa to the States. Salary 
offered will not exceed $200 a month, plus a round-trip 
ticket at the expense of tiie family. 

Please call tel. 661840/616588 


Furnished semi-villa, consisting of three bedrooms, three 
bathrooms, salon — dining room, sitting room, office rt> 
garage and a garden, glassed-in veranda and super del 
furniture. Annual rent. 

Pis. call Naser Real Estate Office, tel. 830840, 638807. 
P.O.BOX 6290 














































































Croatia offers to surrender 
Vukovar if civilians kept safe 


ZAGREB (Agencies) — Croa- 
tian government and Yugoslav 
army officials held frantic tele- 
phone talks Sunday to save civi- 
lians trapped in Vnkovar as it 
tottered before advancing Serb- 
led troops. 

Gen. Andrija Raseta, the de- 
puty commander of the Yugoslav 
army's 5th District based in the 
Croatian capital, and Zivko Jnz- 
basic, a deputy premier in 
Croatia’s coalition government, 
appealed to a top Yugoslav 
general by telephone from a Zag- 
reb hotel. 

“Please, do everything for the 
civilian population to be pro- 
tected arid evacuated from Vuko- 
var,” said Gen Raseta, speaking 
from a small glass office in the 
lobby of the Hotel I — headquar- 
ters for the European Commun- 
ity (EC) mission in Croatia., 

The conversation was held in 
the presence of several r ep or t ers. 
Mr. Juzbasc, a 67-year-old ethnic 
Serb brought into the Croatian 
government earlier this year, 
then took the telephone. 

“If yon don’t protect (civt- 


Democrat 

wins 

Louisiana 

poll 


NEW ORLEANS (R) — Flam- 
boyant former Governor Edwin 
Edwards easily won Lomaana’s 
governorship poll Saturday and 
branded his opponent, former Kn 
Kliiy Klan leader David Duke, a 
“merchant of hate and master of 
deceit.” 

With 90 per cent of die vote 
counted, unofficial results gave 
Mr. Edwards, a populist Demo- 
crat, 61 per cent of the vote and 
Mr. Duke, a former neo-Nazi, 39 
per cent. 

r . r • 

Duke, a Republican, got sub- 
stantially less snpp ort than fore- 
cast in a bitterly-contested poll 
that attracted international atten- 
tion. 

Jubilant Edwards supporters 
danced to the beat of a jazz band 
outside his campaign headquar- 
ters in New Orleans’ boisterous 
French quarter. 

The scandal-tainted, three- 
time governor declared that 
Louisiana had rejected hate, 
bigotry and division. 

Mr. Duke won 44 per cent of 
the vote in elections for the U.S. 
Senate last year and political 
analysts had predicted be would 
take at least as much in Satur- 
day’s race. 

Alter a three-way primary elec- 
tion on Oct. 19 in which incum- 
bent Republican Governor Bud- 
dy Roemer was knocked out, 
Saturday’s run-off contest was 
seen by many voters as a choice 
between the lesser of two evils. 


“We were given the choice 
between a racist and a rogue,” 
said Michael Gordon, a 46-year- 
old electrical engineer who joined 
the street party outside the Ed- 
wards headquarters. “We chose 
the rogue.” 

Mr. Edwards was voted out of 
office four years ago after three 
terms as governor which were 
tainted by scandals and corrup- 
tion. Mr. Edwards was twice tried 
but not convicted on racketeering 


Mr. Duke spent most of his 
adult hie on the extreme right- 
wing fringe, some of whose mili- 
tants believe that blacks have 
smaller brains than whites, that 
Jews descended from Satan, and 
that Adolf Hitler was a genius. 

Visibly disappointed at the re- 
sult, Mr. Duke, a former Grand' 
Wizard of the white supremacist 
Ku EJux Klan, told reporters be 
had no immediate plans to run for 
any other political office. 

But be made dear of had no 
intention of withdrawing from the 
political scene. I 

“This is the beginning, not the I 
end,” he told cheering supporters 
in Baton Rouge, the state capital. 
“I want to affect American poli- 
tics... and I know I will play a 
role.” i 


To chants of “Duke, Duke,” 
he added: “The candidate may 
have lost but the message has 
gone out loud and dean “We’ve 
got to change our priorities... toe 
time has come to heal the liberal 
welfare system which is des- 
troying our country.” 

The central theme of Mr. 
Duke’s campaign was that a “ris- 
ing welfare underclass” — Mr. 
Duke shorthand for blacks — was 
responsible for most of America’s 
social and economic problems. 

Mr. Duke’s underlying mes- 
sage, political analysts say, was 
Chat the average white American 
was hems Med dry by taxes used 
to subsidise blacks who lacked 
the motivation to work. 


Hans), thereH be a massacre in 

Vukovar and then Serbs in 

Croatia, in Zagreb, will live to 
see a pogrom, for which you will 
also bear responsibility,” he 
warned. 

The frantic exchange reflected 
fears that a massacre in Vnkovar, 
under siege for three months, 
could spark a chain reaction of 
violence against ethnic Serbs left 
in Croatia. 

That would likely rink already 
slim chances of stopping Europe's 
Moodiest conflict since World 
War II, which has left thousands 
dead since June 25 when Croatia 
declared independence from 
Yugoslavia. 

Croatian officials at the hotel 
said that Gen. Raseta and Mr. 
Juzbaric were talking to Gen. 
Zrvota Panic, commander of the 
army’s* First District based in 
Belgrade, the federal and Serbian 


The first district covers Vnko- 
var, on the Danube River frontier 
between Croatia and Serbia. 

Croatian Interior Ministry 
troops were reported Sunday to 


be hying to negotiate a surrender 
to Gen. Panic’s field comman- 
ders. 

Vukovar has become a potent 
symbol of Croatian resistance by 
repelling repeated attacks by the 
army and Serb insurgents, but 
appeared ready to fall Sunday. 

Serb nationalists want the now- 
leveled town as the capital of a 
new autonomous Serbian region 
carved from Croatian territory. 
For many army officials, con- 
quering Vukovar tuts become a 
matter of pride. 

During the last week, Serb 
in s urgen ts and Yugoslav army 
units have advanced into Vuko- 
var, taking foe city street-tty- 
street and hauling cowering fami- 
lies from ruined homes. 

There have been no re por t s of 
massacres. But both sides in the 
conflict allege massacres have 
taken place elsewhere, and the 
Croats are especially afraid of 
ethnic Serb insurgents. 

More than 10,000 civilians, in- 
cluding 2,000 children were trap- 
ped in their cellars Sunday, “sit- 
ting, waiting for death,” Vukovar 


Khmer Rouge leader in Cambodia 


PHNOM PENH (R) — Khmer 
Rouge leader and former to rture 
master Son Sen arrived Sunday in 
foe capital he emptied at gun- 
point 16 years ago. 

The former Khmer Rouge de- 
fence minister, a mDd mann ered 


Before leaving Bangkok, he head of the Khmer Rouge who 
told Reuters: "I would like to call will also sit on the Supreme 
on all Khmer people to forget the National Cotmci], is expected in 
past. The past is history. We Phnom Penh later this month, 
better talk about the future. Meanwhile a crowd of angry 
“Now we are reaching for Cambodians gathered outside the 
national reconciliation. We are house where foe Khmer Rouge 
lified. I don’t want anyone to leader was staying after returning 
opardise the atmosphere of uni- to Phom Penh Sunday. 

, bnt to jom handg and cooper- to see wtattte killer 

*r 

r Saii renmiJhlA for *° at 7 5011116 


ex-school teacher did not speak .unified. I don’t want anyone to 
to journalists as he walked across jeopardise the atmosphere of uni- 


the airport tarmac, still scarred 
from fighting during the dvfl war 
that rocked Cambodia in foe 
1970s. 

Dressed in a sober business suit 
and accompanied by several 
young aides Mr. Son Sen mitered 
the airport bctidling with officials 
of the Phnom Penh government 
his army has fought to overthrow 
for 13 yean. 

Mr. Son Sen looked frightened 
as soldiers and his aides pushed 
photographers and cameramen 
out of hs way. 

“I am very happy to come 
here,” he said. 

Mr. Son Sen was met at the 
airport by the head of the Foreign 
Ministry press section. Chum 
Bunrong, and was driven away in 
a police motorcade escorted by 
motorcycle outriders, horns blar- 
ing and warnin g lights flashing. 

Mr. Son Sen fled foe Cambo- 
dian capital ahead of invading 
Vietnamese forces which toppled 
the Khmer Rouge government in 
1979 and had not been back to 
the city since. 


ty, but to join hands and cooper- 
ate with each other for the recon- 
struction of our country,” he 


foe 1975-79 Khmer Rouge rule. 


Mr. Son Sen was responsible for “ 

administering foe TSiaragTor- ,^ d i h ? c 

tore Centre on foe outskirts of house wherc 


government guest house where 

Phnom Penh where more man 

20,000 people were kiifad K T We w jf tin g ft L scc 5 ® 

The Khmer Rouge under foe 2^ ETHEL'S 
leadership of foe infamous Pol . 


deaths of more than a million 
people who were either executed 


ves a motocyde taxi. 

4 Maybe if we have the chance 


or died of disease, starvation or we could hit him on the head and 
overwork when the radical kill him,” he said. 


Maoists tried to crearte a pure 
Agrarian state. 


Chinese journalists who came 
out of the house said armed 


Mr. Son Sen has returned to guards were stationed all the way 
Phnom Penh to serve on a nation- op die stairs leading to Mr. Son 

.1 knA. «ki A |. — — 


al reconciliation body which Sen’s room. 


under a U.N. peace plan groups A policeman standing nearby 


Cambodia’s pro- Vietnamese gov- said that killing Khmer Rouge 
emment with the Khmer Rouge leaders would jeopardise dunces 


and two other guerrilla factions in for peace. He said they should 
the nm-up to U.N.-organised just be barred from elections, 
elections in 1993. “Killing them won’t bring our 

Mr. Khieu Samphan, nominal families back to life,” he said. 


Gorbachev refuses to deport Honecker 


BONN (R) — Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev is deeply 
opposed to deporting Erich Hon- 
ecker, the ousted East German 
leader now in Russia, to face trial 
in united Germany, foe magazine 
Stern reported Sunday. 

“Honedker’s case is first of all a 
humanitarian question,” Mr. 
Gorbachev told the weekly in an 
interview made available ahead 
of publication. 


“ If we look at the history of the" 
past decades and use the same 
measure being applied to Hon- 
ecker then we would probably 
have to send all statesmen and 
gov ernm ent beads to jail instead 
of into retirement” 

Stern said Mr. Gorbachev was 
interviewed Friday, foe day the 
independence-minded Russian 
government decided to expel Mir. 
Honecker from its territory. 


Russian Boris Yeltsin has said 
he wants to hand Mr. Honecker 
over to Germany, where he pays 
his first visit later this week, but 
that Mr. Gorbachev is protecting 
the former leader of the now 
.defunct Communist state. 

Germany wants to try Mr. 
Honecker on manslaughter 
charges stemming from shoot-to- 
kdH orders at the Berlin Wall and 
East German border. 


Plans for U.S. ‘doomsday government’ revealed 


WASHINGTON (AP) — In foe 
event the U..S. government is 
felled by nuclear war, who takes 
over7 

A programme to be broadcast 
Sunday night by CNN’s special 
assignment reveals the existence 
of a super-secret agency run by 
the White House, which has de- 
vised an alternate plan for pres- 
idential succession and a network 
of bunkers and mobile command 
centres to enable the government 
to function if the country is 
attacked. 

CNN says in the one-hour spe- 
cial called “doomsday govern- 
ment” that the agency, called the 
National Programme Office 
(NPO), was authorised m a secret 
1982 directive issued by focn- 
President Ronald Reagan, and 
came under the jurisdiction of the 
Vice Preisdeut, George Bush. 

Marine CoL Oliver North, then 


an aide on foe National Security 
Council, was instrumental in set- 
ting up the covert project, which 
he discussed briefly in his recently 
published book. Under Fire. 

The NPO's mission is to make 
sure civilian leaders can maintain 
control over foe military in case 
of attack. If all 17 legal successors 
to the president are incapaci- 
tated, the plan provides for 
others — elected and non-elected 
officials — to take over, CNN 
says. 

Among those who at one time 
were in foe NPO reserve to serve 
as alternate successors were for- 
mer White House chief of staff 


the Presidential Support System 
Network, which includes a 
nuclear-resistant communications 
system, but as recently as last 
winter it still couldn’t get the 
network to run, the programme 
says. 

In 1987, the House Armed 
Services Committee and the army 
began investigating contract tire? 
gufarities in the NPO, CNN says. 
Investigators spoke with Tom 
Golden, then an NPO official and 
now head of counter-intelligence 
for the army’s Strategic Defence 
Co mmand . 


After cooperating with investi- 


Howard Baker, former CIA gators. Mr. Golden told CNN, he 
Director Richard Helms, former tos the target of four federal* 


U.N. Ambassador Jeane Kirk- investigations. The army and the 
Patrick and former Energy congressional panel concluded he 
Secretary James Schlesinger, bad come under retaliation for 
according to CNN. cooperating with the authorities 

The agency spent $8 billion on in their investigation of the NPO. 
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journalist Alemka Mnkovic said 
tty telephone. 

“The problem is bow to evacu- 
ate civilians and the wounded,” 
Mr. Juzbask: said in the tele- 
phone conversation. 

Stressing he was an ethnic Serb 
and a former Communist parti- 
san, Mr. Juzbasc, appealed to 
the Belgrade official to contact a 
Col. Mrfcsic, Yugoslav Army 
commander in Vukovar, to pre- 
vent any mass killings. 

The Croatian gov ernm ent said 
it bad asked the regular army to 
set up a buffer zone to protect 
civilians. 

“This buffer zone would in- 
clude all of Vukovar,” Croatian 
Information Minister Branko 
Salaj said. 

Asked if tins meant that Croats 
would surrender if the army 
agreed, be said: “Yes, that is foe 
logical conclusion.” 

Croatian officials said earlier 
that most of their forces bad been 
forced to quit the besieged 
Danube town since Saturday and 
that Croatia had no military way 
of re thinking control erf it 



Baker gets 
Chinese 
promises 
on arms, 
jail labour 
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Top pianist plays 
to crowd in slum ; 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — One 
I of Brazil’s top classical pianists! 

PEKING (R) — U.S. Secretary 


i** 


of State James Baker said Sunday 
three days of hard talks in China 
had produced agreements on 


thousands at a free outdoor cbn^l 
cert Friday evening. The site: 
Rocmha, foe largest slum in Latin 1 C 


America. Dressed in a blade tux- 


tradc, arms proliferation and I America, 

nriwin lahfWTr kn/ i«mns thro - 1 ®do with white bow tie. 


prison labour, key issues fore - 1 ~ T’. fy— 

atemng Sino American relations. I Moreira Lima opened fas per- 


formance with Johann Sebaatbm c^rs>J >vn 
Bach’s Toccata In D Minor. He;.^ fl 


played a Steinway piano set atop ‘^-r 3 r~ v \ 
a concrete slab in the middle 
the slum. Tire site offered a spec., 
tacular view of two of Rio’s nod ^ 
famous mountains, the 
topped Rock of Gavea and foe 
twin peaks of Two Brothers.. In S- ,,; 


Mr. Baker told a trews confer- 
ence he achieved “dear gains in 
the fields of proliferation and 
trade.” 

He said China had conditional- 
ly agreed to accede to the missile 
technology control regime 
j (MTCR). 

It would sign the agreement, , «- . .. . . . . . . r .■». 

winch covers sales of potentially the background, bgbte twmktel 
destabilising medium-range mis - 1 from foe brick snacks of tins J vC j uf 


Serb guerrUas on foefr way to flgbt for Vukovar 


Cheney to arrive in Seoul 
for troop, nuclear talks 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
Defence Secretary Dick Cheney 
beads for South Korea Monday 
to discuss prospects for further 
U.S. military cuts in the vast 
Pacific region. 

The trip will also focus on the 
volatile issue of nndear weapons 
on the Korean peninsula after 
reports that North Korea is seek- 
ing to develop a unclear arsenal. 

He will join annual U.S.-South 
Korea security consultations from 
Wednesday to Friday, then brief-, 
ly visit Japan before flying home 
Saturday. 

The Pentagon, faced with pain- 
ful budget cuts in the coming 
decade, is already t rimming its 
Pacific forces by 10 per cent over 
three years, and spokesman Bob 
Hall said the possibility of future, 
reductions would be on Mr. 
Cheney’s list of topics. 

“He will certainly be discussing 
our future security arrangements 
with the Koreans. But whether 
it wifl produce a new (force) 
number, I wouldn't want to 
speculate,” Mr. HaH said. 

In the past two years, Washing- 
ton has cut its forces in South 
Korea by nearly 10 per cent to 
about 45,000 and is making a 
similar trim from among some. 
47,000 soldiers, sailors and air- 
men now in Japan. 


The 132,000 U.S. personnel in 
the Pacific and Asia will decrease 
slightly next year as the draw- 
down is completed in Japan. 
Volcano-damaged Oark Base in 
the Philippines will be turned 
over to Manila this month and the 
U.S. Navy {dans to leave Subic 
Bay Naval Station by 1994. 

Mr. Hall said he did not know if 
nndear arms were on tire agenda 
in Korea and Japan, but senior 
defence officials said charges by 
Washing ton and Seoul that North 
Korea is seeking to develop such 
weapons would certainly be dis- 
cussed by Mr. Cheney and South 
Korean Defence Minister Lee 
Jong Koo. 

Mr. Cheney, who will be visit- 
ing South Korea on the heels of a 
similar visit by U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker, has said repe- 
atedly that despite foe collapse of 
communism in the Soviet Union, 
be has bad dr eams about the 
possibility of an Asian nuclear 
holocaust sparked by North 
Korea. 

Although North and South 
Korea have begun talks on a 
non-aggression pact and Seoul 
has vowed not to develop its own 
nuclear weapons, Mr. Hall said 
last week that Washington would 
not remove the South from its 
protective nuclear umbrella. 


sales, if the United States lifted 
sanctions imposed in June this 
year on two Chinese companies 
involved in the arms trade. 

China had also pledged to push 
through its parliament by die end 
of the year legislation paring tire 
way for its accession to the Nuc- 
lear Non-Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT), Mr. Baker said. 

Peking would go through the 
complicated procedures of acces- 
sion within three months of par- 
liament’s ratification. China 
agreed to sign the treaty during a 
visit by former Japanese Prime 
Minister Toshflri Kaifu this year. 

Chi human rights, Mr. Baker 
said there had been some gains, 
but “not as much as we hoped 
for.” 

Washington has accused China 
of boosting its already huge trade 
surplus with the United States by 
using cheap prison labour — 
possibly inducting jailed dissi- 
dents — to make goods for ex- 
port. 

Mr. Baker said China had 


hillsid e community of 250,000, *•” ^j-r j& 
which overlooks the luxiu^^j 3 ? ^ * r * 
fajtaehfr nnt neighbourhood of Sao 2 > 
Conrado and the Atlantic Ocean. 

The 90-minute show ended with a . 

fireworks display, as Lima played uhi^rSK 
an encore of a lively work _by * 

Heitor Villa-Lobos, Brazil’s most 
famous composer. For that piece, , 

Lima was accompanied by tin; * 
rythnm section of Rodnha’s Sara- .-jp, j At : 
ba School — a neighbourhood K ^ 
dub which marches during Rio’s * ij£ans* 

nnnrml camaval parade. The edec- * 

tic programme included woikshy ^ 

•4sntn1 manta Old) US Mnnrt ^ 


classical giants such as Mozart 

rtunn m mipU x nmcklor 


and ChofHD, as well as papular test 
songs by contemporary Brazilian Cgy?: ■ = 
performers Pctiogainha and Laiz 
Gonzaga, whose backwoods style ^ 7 ^ 
in hugely popular in Brazil’s poor ^ % 

northeast. \-\ vngn 


Rod Stewart, wife* 
sue 2 tabloids 


sue 2 tabloids :* 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Rod i***?V; 
Stewart and his model wife are ^sldaF^ 
wir. «urer saia uim. nau suing two tebtoids, saying photo- 
agreed in principle on the text of 8 ™^ for one trespa ssed at 
a memorandum of understanding ttor home and foe other pryted 

first marriage. The Superior isjk ‘ 
Court lawsuit said photographen ; fcKwr- :: 
for the Globe snapped pictures of -d Pan A” 
Stewart and wife Rachel Hunter 3 si. 'Set pa 


that would set out procedures by 
which China would ensure such 
goods did opt enter U.S. mar- 
kets. 


Mr. Baker said China had pro- 


vided information on foe fate of I sunbathing and changing clothes 


dissidents on a list of 800 names 
presented by Washington to the 
Chinese government. 

He said the United States and 
China had agreed on continuing 
formal dialogue on human rights. 


at their rural England home, Ste- 
wart spokesman Mitchell 
Schneider said Thursday. The 
cqaple said the pictures were 
printed on May 7 with a degrad- 
ing story. They also are suing the 


Mr. Baker said foe Chinese I 16 ** ® 3Etra fora stor y m 
government had made “positive Stewart cheated on ins fiitt 


intellectual p rop er ty right prop- w ^ e wlh, 1*1 peiul ission. The 
osals which the U.S. gove rnm ent ^ the story was false. 


welcomes.” 

The proposals covered copyr- 
ights, co m p ute r software, and pa- 
tent protection. 


Chechens hope to achieve prosperity by 
uniting Muslims of north Caucasus 


GROZNY, USSR (AP) — Eco- 
nomist Yaragi Mamodayev has 
big dreams for oil-rich Chechen- 
Ingnshetia, a mountainous en- 
clave that has declared independ- 
ence from Russia and seeks to 
unite Muslims of lire northern 
Ca uc asus mountains. 

“When there’s competition and 
people really work, the world will 
see our potential. With our oil 
profits, we can buy machines to 


produce first-rate prod u cts.” said 
Mr. Mamodayev, who heads an 


Mr. Mamodayev, who heads an 
j interim committee running 
Chechen- Ingushetia’s economy. 

Gen. Dzhokar Dudayev, presi- 
dent of Ghecben-Ingushetia, be- 
came a hero in foe northern 
Caucasus for defying Russian 
Boris Yeltsin's declaration of 
emergency rule aimed at stifling 
the enclave's drive for independ- 
ence. 

Chechen- Ingushetia is leading 
efforts to create a confederation 
out of the six mainly Muslim 
territories that .stretch 500 
kilometres from the Caspian to 
the Black Sea on the southern 
edge of Russia. They have a total 
of 5.3 million people. 

“A United Caucasus, a confed- 
eration, is foe best way to de- 
velop a market. Our peoples are 
I so similar. We were never Russi- 
fied.” said Mr. Mamodayev, who 


is unofficially called the region’s 
“prime minister.” 

The Red Army crushed 
attempts to create a Caucasus 
federation after Czarist role col- 
lapsed in 1917. Stalin later ruth- 
lessly persecuted tire violently 
anti-Soviet peoples in the north- 
ern Caucasus. 

The Chechens, Ingush and Bal- 
kars were deported during World 
War II and allowed to return only 
in tire 1950s. By that time other 
ethnic groups were firing in their 
homes and some ancient borders 
had been changed. 

“In a federation, we small na- 
tions will be better able to defend 
our interests and stand up to 
Russian chauvinism,” said 
Mukhamed Khafitse, a lawmaker 
from Kabardmian-Balkarskaya, a 
region west of Chechen- 
Ingushetia. 

After he became president on 
Oct. 27, Dudayev nationalised 
Russian and Soviet property in 
Chechen -Ingushetia, including 
his region’s valuable oil reserves. 

Although Chechen-Ingushetia 
accounts for only a small fraction 
of foe Russian Federation’s oil 
production, Mr. Mamodayev 
said, it refines more than 20 times 
what it can use. He intends to try 
to sell the rest on foe world 
market. 


Mr. Mamodayev wants to de- 
velop light industry to process 1 
wool that until now was sent to 
Russia. He hopes to improve the : 
region’s higfa-tpiality brandy pro- 
duction and develop tourism in , 
foe starkly beautiful mountains. 

He also said be was confident 
Chechen-Ingushetia could resist 

X Russian economic blockade 
d at pressuring it to rescind 
its declaration In independence. 

“We are not isolated by rail, 
sea or air. We cannot be cut off,” 
he said. Even Russian Vice Presi- 
dent Alexander Rutskoi has con- 
ceded a blockade would be hard 
to enforce. 

But Chechen-Ingushetia faces 
serious problems. The interim 
government is broke. And there 
is virtually no sugar, an important 
staple in foe tea-drinking region. 


Gen. Dudayev has appealed to 
other states, including Iran and 
Turkey, for assftance. Tire heavi- 
ly Muslim Soviet republics 
Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan have 
agreed to help. 

Chechen-Ingushetia is not 
quite prepared for international 
.businessmen. The «w«n hotel has 


■only one long-distance telephone 
line. The only foreign language 
roost Chec hen s and Ingush know 
is Russian. 


Poor scavenge in Moscow’s garbage dumps in search of food, clothing 


KHMETEVO, USSR (AP) — 
Vasily Antipov, 70, scavenged for 
Us supper In the sttnlriwg mounds 
of garbage, stabbing what ' ire 
wanted with a long pick and 


They look not only for food, 
but for a whole range of scarce 
consumer goods. 

The sight of scavengers 
dumped on a snow-dusted heap' 


.tossing it into a canvas bag on his of garbage in tbe fading light of 


shoulder. 

“I'm looking for chicken, 
maybe some bread,” he said, 
working quickly ahead of the 
bundozers that flatten the dump- 
ed loads. Tm an old man, but 
I'm going to survive.” 

Mr. Antipov is among a grow- 
ing crowd of men, women, even 
children, who pick through the 
garbage every day at Khmetevo, 
a 125-acre dump 43 kilometres 
from Moscow, just off the mam 
highway to St P ete rs b ur g . 


an autumn afternoon was Hke a 
scene m a painting by the mediev- 
al Dutch artist Hieronymus 
Bosch. 

They are among the hungriest 
and poorest victims of the col- 
lapse of foe Soviet Union’s 74- 
year experiment in communism, 
trying to survive in an inchoate 
new world as yet unabler to pro- 
vide for them. 

Mikhail Gorbachev, foe Soviet 
president, has warned of a bard 
winter and urged tbe west to 


contribute food as his country 
makes the painful move from a 
centralised economy to a market 
system. 

Nowhere is tbe pain more evi- 
dent than at Khmetevo. Enduring 
a stench that spreads for miles, 
the scavenger search for edible 
food among the egg and milk 
carto n s, and rotting cab- 
bage, trying to avoid live rats and 
the dead ones underfoot. 

“We always could find kits 
good things here like coats, some- 
times shoes and food,” said 
Sergei Fedorov, who has been 
driving a garbage truck to foe 
d ump for 15 years. “Now people 
are coming for bread.” 

After emptying his big orange 


garbage truck, Mr. Fedorov spent 
30 minutes foraging for clothing, 
perhaps to sell. His co-driver, 
looking for food; scooped up a 
half-eaten chicken, shook it off 
and threw it into a plastic bag full 
of bread ends. 

* Nearly everyone complains ab- 
out the soaring prices that accom- 
pany the conversion to a market 
economy, and pensioners like 
Mr. Antipov are particularly 
hard-pressed. 

A chicken costs 110 rubles at 
the farmers’ market, compared to 
less than 7 rabies a pound at state 
.stores, which seldom have them 
m stock. Even a Soviet citizen 
who has a job receives only about . 
350 rubles a month. • 


Even prices for staples like 
bread are rising. To cushion the 
blow, the Moscow Gty govern- 
ment plans to introduce coupon 
rationing on Dec. 1. 

“I don’t have anything to 
wear,” said Vladimir Smirnov, a 
retired shoemaker who was born 
with the 'Bolshevik -Revolution in 
1917. “Everything is so expensive 
that I come here to get some 
dothes.” 

He stuffed bottles, to trade for 
vodka, into a backpack filled with 
clothes. 

Some of those who forage 
<knrt always like to admit ft. 

“I wasn't doing anything. I'm 
just taking a walk,” a middle- 
aged woman said, trying to bide a 


half-full blue bag from a r epo rter. 
.Several minutes later, she was 
back to combing through a pile of 
old clothing with a few other 
women. 

“Look at all tins stuff being* 
thrown away,” said Vladimir Iva- 
nov, another garbage-truck driv- 
er. “It should be recycled.” 

“Look at this," be said holding 
up some old s cr aps of fur. “You 
080*11611 me you couldn’t make fhr 
caps oat of tins.” He stuffed tire 
scraps into a plastic bag. 

Nina Basova was busy 
emptying plastic bags and fo lding 
them neatly in a pile. She said dvr 
tears bags into strips ami uses* 
them to protect tire plants in her 
garden. 


They said tire tabloid refused 
their request for a retraction, Mr. 
Schneider said. The suit seeks^25 
million from each of the news- 
papers. 

Producers seek j . 
big performer 

LONDON (AP) — Producers of 
a London revival of tire opera 
Turandot are seeking a big— and 
they mean big — performer to 
{day a 250-pound (115 kg) execu- 
tioner in tire lavish Puccini opera. 
PnbficBt Peter Thompson said 
the call had gone out to loeri 
fitness and bodybufiding dubs to 
find the proper person, male or 
female. Singing is not necessuy 
for the rate but a good aim fe, 
since the executioner a required 
to chop off the heads of Princess 
Turandofs failed lovers until, she 
is rescued by Prince Calaf. Raima* 
man director Andrei Setbatfs 
production will play 10 perforirf- 
ances Dec. 29-Jan. 8 at the 8,000 
seat Wembley Arena in nenttf* 
west London. Dame Gwyneth 
Jones and Grace Bumbry alter- 
nate lead roles in a starry cast that 
indudes Cynthia Haymon and 
Willard White. 

Instant coffee 
does not increase •; 
blood pressure 

LONDON (AP) — Drinkfogi 
stant coffee does not raise bteod 
pressure in people with mild 
hypertension, according to .* 
Scottish study. “We found no 
evidence that caffeine restric ti on 
ora change to de ca ffe ina ted CPfr 
fee is beneficial in reducing bfaQjj 
pressure in patients with botdto 
fine or mild hype rte nsion,” -said 
Dr. Thomas MacDonald,. foe 
leading investigatin'. The stody h 
published m the Nov. 16 usae of 
tbe British Medical Journal. Dr* 
MacDonald and other investiga- 
tors at the Aberdeen Royal t 
maxy monitored 23 men and .2? 
women bet w e eu the ages of. 23 
and 67, with mild hyp e rtemaonT- 
Volunteexs were put tm four two? 
week diet regimes: Normal diet, 4 


A&er 

l 3 ^ He 
^wsscond ar 
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anH c affe mc -' 

free diet plus dec affeinated , oof- 
fee. Regardless of (Set, diastoite 
blood pressur es (fid not vary fof* 
mficantly. Diastolic Mood pres** 
ure averaged 92J2 after the im* 
mal diet, 93-2 after caffeto^fre* 
efiet, 51.7 after idOMm:;*** 
with ’ de c aff e inate d drffee, and 
91-5 after caffemefree rfietlwifo' 
caff eina ted coffee. The ptife 
doxKalimaratembioodprw 
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